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Should the Hawks make a claim for Boozer? 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

The Bulls used the NBA’s amnesty clause to release veteran Carlos Boozer Tuesday. Any team that is 

under the salary cap – and that includes the Hawks – can put in a bid for the veteran forward. Any team 

under the cap will surely be rumored to have interest. 

 

The move takes Boozer’s 16.8 million salary for the 2014-15 season off the Bulls’ books and clears the 

way for them to complete the deal with Pau Gasol. The Bulls will still be responsible for a significant 

portion of Boozer’s salary. 

 

Teams under the cap can put in a full or partial claim for Boozer. If a team puts in the full bid of $16.8 

million it will be awarded the player. That is, obviously, not likely to happen as the Bulls must pay the 

difference between a partial bid and Boozer’s full salary. 

 

The highest partial bid will be awarded Boozer. So if a team makes a partial claim of $2 million, the Bulls 

must pay the remaining $14.8 million. 

 

There is a minimum bid of $1,448,490 – the league’s minimum salary for a player with 10 or more years 

of experience for the 2014-15 season. If more than one team makes the minimum bid, Boozer will be 

awarded to the team with the worst record. 

 

The waiver period for amnestied players is 48 hours. Teams have until Thursday to make a bid. If no bids 

are received, Boozer becomes a free agent and can sign with any team other than the Bulls. 

The NBA will announce the outcome of the process. 

 

The amnesty provision can be used through the 2015-16 season. The only players still eligible are Al 

Horford (Hawks), Rajon Rondo (Celtics), Mike Conley (Grizzlies), Tony Parker (Spurs) and Nick Collison, 

Kevin Durant and Kendrick Perkins (Thunder). 

The 32-year-old Boozer averaged 15.5 points, nine rebounds and two assists in 30.4 minutes in four 

years with the Bulls. In 76 games last season he averaged 13.7 points, 8.3 rebounds and 1.6 assists in 

31.9 minutes. 

 

The Hawks’ roster, as it currently stands, it’s pretty much set at the power forward spot. However, 

moves could be made. 

 

So, what do you think? Should the Hawks make a claim for Boozer? And if so, how do you make room 

for him on the roster? 



 


