
PUBLICATION: AJC                                                                      DATE: 7/12/14 

How will LeBron’s decision affect Hawks 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The Decision II has been made. 

LeBron James told Sports Illustrated on Friday that he will return to Cleveland, ending his tenure in 

Miami that led to four straight trips to the NBA Finals.  The rest of the free agency dominoes can start to 

fall. The fates of Carmelo Anthony, Chris Bosh, Dywane Wade are likely soon to follow. Then the second-

tier free agents will have their day. 

It's not good news for the Hawks and their pursuit of Luol Deng. 

Deng has been at the top of the Hawks' wish list this offseason. They have pursued the forward to add a 

veteran wing defender who can score and rebound. Coach Mike Budenholzer reportedly even made a 

personal pitch to Deng. However, Deng has other suitors - and the Heat are one of them. That is the bad 

news for the Hawks. 

The Heat are falling apart. Bosh has a max deal on the table from the Rockets. He may be more inclined 

to take his talents away from South Beach than to remain with a James-less Heat team. The Heat will 

have to step up and pay a higher price for a player like Deng. Also consider that the Heat are suddenly 

be a team with money to spend. They have the approximate $20 million set aside for James. They will 

have the significant salary intended for Bosh if he bolts. Replacing James and Bosh with Josh McRoberts 

and Danny Granger is not going to cut it in Miami. 

Perhaps the Bulls, who may now miss out on Anthony, will pay to bring Deng back. Or perhaps the 

Knicks become players for Deng should Anthony leave for the Lakers. 

Despite the Hawks' interest in Deng, they were never going to overpay. A $15 million annual salary for 

his services is not going to happen here. Perhaps something along the lines of the approximate $11 

million the team has available in salary cap space. Deng has balked at accepting such a deal so far. He 

chose to wait on James. He might be rewarded for it. The Suns, Wizards, Rockets and Lakers have also 

reportedly shown interest in Deng. 

Had James stayed in Miami, then Bosh and Wade likely remain and the Heat are no longer players for 

Deng. Much of the NBA landscape would be unchanged despite all the anticipation and drama. The 

market for a player like Deng would not be as great as it figures to be now. It's the law of supply and 

demand. And there is now a greater demand for Deng. 

Deng has been mostly quiet during free agency as he waited to see where LeBron landed. The Hawks 

have likewise been mostly quiet. Except for a deal to trade Lou Williams and waive John Salmons and 

the agreement to sign Thabo Sefolosha there has been little action. They too were waiting on James. 

Now that he has decided where he will play next season, the pool of available players is becoming a lot 

more clear. The Hawks don't figure to pay what Deng now commands to make their splash. 



 


