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After breakthrough season, Carroll refuses to quit 

By Steve Walentik 

DeMarre Carroll gave himself a week to celebrate the best season of his NBA career. 

The former Missouri standout headed to Aruba and kicked back in the sun, sharing some of the pictures 

— including one of some loitering flamingos — on his Twitter account. 

Carroll could have soaked up the weather, food and wildlife of the Tropics even longer. He earned the 

right after establishing himself as a starter for the first time in five seasons in the league and averaging 

more than 11 points for a playoff team in Atlanta. 

But Carroll didn't turn himself into a first-round NBA draft choice in 2009, restart his stalling career in 

2012 or land a free-agent contract valued at a total of $5 million from the Hawks last offseason by sitting 

idle. He didn't want to start now, even after proving he is capable of being more than a role player in the 

world's best league. 

"I've still got more to offer," Carroll said. "This is my first time playing that many minutes, being a 

starter, so it was all new to me. But at the same time, I think this summer's big for me to help me 

elevate my game to even a bigger role and expand my game a lot more." 

So the player whose biggest talent is effort returned from the Caribbean last weekend and was back in 

the gym on Monday morning, doing ballhandling drills and working on his jumper. That night, he went 

through a boxing workout aimed at maintaining peak fitness. 

Carroll will be in Columbia hosting a weeklong youth basketball camp that begins Monday at Tolton High 

School. He's putting on a similar event in July in Atlanta. If he had his choice, he would play in the NBA 

Summer League in Las Vegas, which is typically reserved for rookies and journeymen trying to latch onto 

NBA rosters. 

"I really want to play, even if it's a couple of games," he said. "I just want to go out there and really work 

on my ball-handling, and what better way to work on your ballhandling besides doing it against 

competition?" 

Carroll knows it's not realistic. Atlanta has too much invested in him to risk an injury, but he thinks he 

and the team might compromise by letting him train with the Hawks summer-league squad before the 

games begin on July 11. 

It's nice to be valued, especially after averaging fewer than 11 minutes per game over two seasons with 

Memphis — the team that drafted him with the No. 27 overall pick in 2009 — and then getting traded to 

Houston and waived after appearing in only five games in 2011. 



Carroll also had a brief stint in Denver the next season before finally getting a chance to contribute in 

Utah, where in the 2012-13 campaign he gained attention for embracing the role of pest, coming off the 

bench to nag the likes of LeBron James and Kevin Durant on the defensive end. 

"He always had the mind-set that he couldn't be denied," former MU teammate Laurence Bowers said 

of Carroll. "I never once doubted that he would stick in the NBA. … DeMarre gets dirty. He's one of those 

guys that's the ultimate glue guy. He's very scrappy, and he cares about the team. Whenever you have 

those qualities, someone will see you and someone will embrace you." 

The 6-foot-8, 212-pound Carroll, who played power forward with the Tigers but has switched to the 

wing as a professional, had plenty of suitors when he hit free agency last July. He said a few offered him 

more money than the two-year contract he inked with Atlanta. But after consulting with his agent, Mark 

Bartelstein, and father, Ed Carroll, he chose to sign with a coach who made him feel strongest that he 

was a part of his plans. 

That was Hawks first-year man Mike Budenholzer. 

"My agent made it clear and said that if the coach wants you, that means he's going to play you, that 

means he's going to put you in the game," Carroll said. "The GMs can't do that. They can bring you in, 

but the coach has got to play you." 

Budenholzer, who spent 13 seasons working on Gregg Popovich's staff with the San Antonio Spurs, was 

drawn to Carroll's intensity and defensive skills and impressed with the progress he made over last 

offseason. He slotted him in the starting lineup last fall on a team short on established stars but led by Al 

Horford and — after Horford's injury early in the season — Paul Millsap. Carroll went on to start all 73 

games he played during the regular season and seven more in the playoffs for a team that went 38-44 

but took the top-seeded Indiana Pacers to the brink in the opening round. 

Carroll also improved over the course of the season. He credited the man who preceded his uncle Mike 

Anderson as Missouri coach — current Hawks assistant Quin Snyder — for helping him hone his 

perimeter jumper. He shot a respectable 36.2 percent from beyond the 3-point arc last season, 

compared to 28.6 percent the previous season in Utah. 

"Quin really helped me out a lot with my footwork," Carroll said. "We watched a lot of film and did a lot 

of 1-on-1, so I give Coach Quin a lot of credit for my success. He used to call me and tell me certain 

games to watch and helped me out with things like that. … He's a basketball guru." 

Carroll, who averaged 11.1 points, 5.5 rebounds and 1.5 steals, aspires to be a shooter opponents are 

afraid to leave on the perimeter. Last month, he told reporters he wanted to be the "African-American 

Kyle Korver," in a nod to his Atlanta teammate, a career 42.5 percent 3-point shooter who made a 

league-high 47.2 percent from beyond the arc this season. 

Not that he needed it, but extra motivation to work toward that goal came in January with the birth of 

his daughter, Lailah Carroll. 



"It's been very fun to see her, and she brightens up my day,' Carroll said. "I think that's what's making 

me work even harder. That's why I'm trying to do everything this summer to put myself in a place where 

I can provide for her and make her life much easier." 

 


