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Skill first in Hawks’ search for added height 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

The Hawks need and want to get bigger. There were many times last season where their height 

disadvantage was an issue. 

In another question from my pre-draft interview with Danny Ferry, I asked the Hawks general manager 

about the issue. 

Q. Is height an issue for this team? Would you like to get bigger? 

A. We would like to get bigger everywhere but we also need skill. That is the balance. Bigger but lose 

skill? Ideally, you want both. For how we want to play, we want to play with pace and space, you need 

some skill to be able to do that. Over time, we’ll be able to be long and skilled. Hopefully, we can make 

some steps toward that now. 

So, don’t look for the Hawks to take a big body just for the sake of gaining height. It is clear the 

organization is committed to its style of play and system fit and skill are the priority. 
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Development of last year’s draftees a consideration this year 

By Chris Vivlamore 

How has the development of the Hawks’ 2013 selections affected the team’s plans in this year’s NBA 

Draft? 

I posed that question to Hawks general manager Danny Ferry last week in a pre-draft interview. Lucas 

Nogueira played a season in Spain, minus two months off to recover from tendinitis in both knees. 

Dennis Schroder signed and played most of the season with the Hawks, except for a short D-League 

stint, but couldn’t hold the backup point guard spot. Mike Muscala started the season in Spain before 

joining the Hawks for the final months of the season. 

 

Here is the question and answer presented as the final installment of extras from the interview. 

 

Q. How does the development of the players you drafted last year fit into this year’s draft plans? 

 

A. We’ll take everything into account. These decisions are layered decisions but at the end of the day we 

have to take a guy we think can play, regardless of anything, and can fit with how we want to live every 

day, how we want to work every day, how we want to play every day. 

 

 


