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Budenholzer still has hand in Spurs’ success 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A year removed from his tenure as a long-time Spurs assistant, Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer plays a 

role in another likely NBA championship for San Antonio. 

In Games 3 and 4 of the finals - both lopsided Spurs wins at the Heat for a 3-1 series lead - the play of 

Kawhi Leonard has stood out. The forward has combined for 49 points, 18 rebounds, five assists, three 

steals and five blocked shots in the two victories. He is also a plus-42. According to Spurs coach Gregg 

Popovich, it was Budenholzer who was responsible for the trade that brought Leonard to San Antonio. 

During Games 3 and 4, I kept recalling the following answer from Popovich from an interview he did 

with the Atlanta Journal-Constitution last May following the Hawks hire of Budenholzer. You may recall 

the interview. Here is what he said when asked for a specific example of how Budenholzer helped the 

franchise. 

"One example of something that is really significant that affected the team that would be the George 

Hill-Kawhi Leonard trade," Popovich said. "Bud was all over me for that one. I didn’t want to do it 

because George Hill was one of my favorite players all-time. I had a real special relationship with that 

kid. To this day, we still work together on a couple of community things in San Antonio and Indianapolis. 

I did not want to do it but Bud was the driving force behind it. He was hammering myself and (general 

manager R.C. (Buford) because we need a 3, we need a bigger 3. George Hill would have continued to 

play behind Tony Parker probably, in all logic I assume that would have been true. With Manu (Ginoboli) 

at the 2, George wasn’t going to get all the minutes he deserved. With a need at the 3 so Manu wouldn’t 

have to play the position, or Danny Green, we thought this would make some sense. I remember right 

up until draft night, I’m sitting up there with Peter Holt, our owner, and Bud is down there hammering 

on R.C. and looking up at me. They are looking up, at me and I’m thinking 'I don’t want to do this. Jesus I 

don’t want to do this.’ He made me pull the trigger and it’s been a great trade for both teams. That was 

something very specific that he had his hand in." 

Budenholzer won't get another ring should the Spurs close out the Heat ... but maybe he should. 

 


