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Fort Wayne only D-League affiliate left for Hawks 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The Hawks will be one of 13 teams to share an affiliation with the Fort Wayne (Indiana) Mad Ants of the 

NBA Development League next season. 

 

The Jazz announced a single-affiliation partnership with the Idaho Stampede Tuesday, becoming the 

17
th

 franchise to have a one-to-one affiliation with a D-League team. Only Fort Wayne now remains of 

the 18-team D-League that will play the 2014-15 season without such a relationship. 

 

The Hawks had previously had a shared affiliation with the Bakersfield (Calif.) Jam, who earlier this year 

entered into a single relationship with the Suns. 

 

The Hawks are joined by the Pacers, Raptors, Bulls, Wizards, Nets, Hornets, Bucks, Clippers, Trail Blazers, 

Timberwolves, Nuggets and Pelicans with no single affiliation agreement. 

 

“As I understand it, I will have 13 affiliates,” Mad Ants president Jeff Potter told the Atlanta Journal-

Constitution Tuesday. “Some teams will use us, some teams will not. I don’t expect it to be a problem.” 

 

Potter said the Mad Ants, who won the D-League championship last season, will have four available 

spots for NBA assignees. He will fill those spots on a first-come, first-served basis. Potter suggested that 

some teams may choose to develop players at their own facilities with their own coaching staffs. Potter 

will construct the remaining Mad Ants roster. 

 

The Jazz become the ninth NBA team to enter into a single affiliation with a D-League team for the 

upcoming season. They join the Celtics (Maine Red Claws), Pistons (Grand Rapids), Rockets (Rio Grande 

Valley Vipers), Grizzlies (Iowa Energy), Heat (Sioux Falls Skyforce), Magic (Erie Bayhawks), Suns 

(Bakersfield Jam) and Kings (Reno Bighorns). Seven other NBA teams own and operate their D-League 

affiliates. They are the Cavaliers (Canton Charge), Warriors (Santa Cruz Warriors), Lakers (L.A. D-

Fenders), Knicks (Westchester Knicks), Thunder (Tulsa 66ers), 76ers (Delaware 87ers) and Spurs (Austin 

Toros). In addition, the Mavericks have a single affiliation with the Texas Legends by way general 

manager Donnie Nelson’s ownership of the team. 

 

“With 17 NBA teams now having invested in one-to-one relationships with their NBA D-League affiliates, 

the NBA D-League’s importance to NBA teams couldn’t be clearer,” NBA D-League President Dan Reed 

said. 

 

Last season, Fort Wayne had a shared affiliation with the Pacers, Bucks, Hornets, Pistons, Grizzlies and 

Magic. 

 

With the nearly full trend of NBA teams entering into one-to-one relationships, Potter said he believes 

the D-League is looking to expand. As for the Mad Ants, Potter said entering into a single-affiliation 

agreement would have to be the “right deal.” 

 



“Part of the reason I started this team seven years ago was to be a part of basketball operations and see 

it have success,” Potter said. “We had a pretty darn good team last season. I take a lot of fun out of 

that.” 

 

The Hawks did not immediately comment on how they might use the D-League this upcoming season. 

Last season, John Jenkins, Jared Cunningham and rookie Dennis Schroder all did stints in the D-League. 

 

 

 


