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Pacers use late surge to top Hawks and force Game 7 

By Candace Buckner 

ATLANTA — In the euphoria of the moment, grown men could not contain themselves as they entered 

the victorious visitor's locker room. 

"Game 7!" Indiana Pacers general manager Kevin Pritchard roared through a smile. "Game 7!" 

"One more!" the normally stoic assistant coach Dan Burke shouted after watching Indiana survive with 

the 95-88 win over the Atlanta Hawks on Thursday night to extend the series to, of course, one more 

game. 

Then, David West appeared in the hallway. And since "giddy" is likely a disallowed word in his 

vocabulary, a frown covered his face. He never cheered or exposed a sign of happiness. But just like 

during the rocky and nervous moments of the fourth quarter when Philips Arena turned into a crazy 

house and the Pacers faced elimination, West remained composed. 

West scored 24 points on 10-of-20 shooting and shepherded the Pacers with three major plays during 

the team's late comeback. 

That's how the big boys do it. 

"He's our rock," coach Frank Vogel said. "There's no other way to put it.” 

On Thursday night, Vogel trotted out Chris Copeland to early success and sent Rasual Butler to the floor 

for the first time all series. But if Thursday night would have turned out be the Pacers' last of the 2013-

14, they were going out as themselves. 

A true center standing as watchman of the rim. An inside-out game reliant on a power forward making 

plays. A nod to the "smashmouth" system and an eye roll to the vocal faction of critics who cry for small 

ball. 

Big until the very end. More specifically, West centered. 

In the fourth quarter, West hit 5-of-6 shots for 12 points and added an assist and two rebounds during 

the Pacers' 31-point frame. 

When the Hawks opened a five-point lead with only three minutes to go in the game, the Pacers rolled 

with Ian Mahinmi, Paul George, George Hill, Lance Stephenson and West. Right around that time, West 

made up his mind. He and George would take control. 

Every play would run through West. And every set would have George's signature stamped on it 

somehow. 



"We tried a few different lineups tonight. Coach just rolled the dice," West said. "I talked with Paul and 

said that it would be him or me. Down the stretch. We wanted to extend our season. I thought in terms 

of of our team, we did a great job just closing us off." 

It was not simply winning time — it was desperation time and yet, by relying on the rock and rising star, 

both with 24 points in the game, there would be no panic. 

Jeff Teague zipped around a high screen, losing George and fired a mid-range jumper and pulled Atlanta 

ahead 84-79. No worries. West drew a foul on All-Star Paul Millsap and sank both free throws in the 

faces of hundreds of red-clad and raw-voiced Hawks fans behind the goal. 

Then, West stole the ball from Pero Antic. Again, no out-of-control transition play. Instead, West drained 

a 19-footer to bring the Pacers to within 84-83. 

Even when the Hawks evened the score at 85-85, West took the wheel. On the Pacers' next possession, 

the shot clock drained down to under 10 seconds and yet the ball remained near the top of the circle. 

Any other time, the entire city of Indianapolis might have lost their lungs screaming, "Pass the ball," but 

the ball was in West's hands. So, no there was no fear. West plowed ahead against Millsap, who had five 

fouls and could only usher his rival down the paint. 

Though West took command by scoring eight points in the final three minutes, he had help. There would 

not be one more opportunity in Bankers Life Fieldhouse on Saturday without Hill, who drove to the rim 

just as the announcement of two minutes remained in the game. His layup gave the Pacers the 85-84 

lead and he finished with 14 points, 11 scored in the second half. Stephenson also scored 21 points in 41 

minutes. 

 


