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NBA rule on leaving bench during altercation 

By Chris Vivlamore 

As I reported last night, the NBA will review two aspects of the second-quarter incident between the 

Hawks and Pacers during Game 6 of their Eastern Conference playoff series. They will look: 

1. Whether the Pacers' George Hill poked the Hawks' Mike Scott in the face when he confronted him 

after the two got tangled under the basket. 

2. Whether Pacers players Paul George and Rasual Butler left the bench area during the altercation, 

which could lead to a suspension. 

The latter issue, and a possible suspension, is addressed directly in the NBA Rule Book. According to Rule 

No. 12, Section VII, Item 3 (c): "During an altercation, all players not participating in the game must 

remain in the immediate vicinity of their bench. Violators will be suspended, without pay, for a 

minimum of one game and fined up to $50,000. The suspensions will commence prior to the start of 

their next game." 

Replays clearly show that Butler and George stepped onto the court. Butler made it to the 3-point line 

and George had both feet on the floor before assistant coaches restrained them. 

I asked Pacers coach Frank Vogel during his postgame press conference if he had watched the replay 

and whether he was concerned about a suspension. He said: " 

“I haven’t seen it. Somebody told me about it. I’m not concerned about any suspensions until I hear 

something. I don’t imagine there would be.” 

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said after the game he had not seen the replay and was more 

concerned with keeping his players in check. 

I would imagine both sides have seen the replays by now. 

There is precedent for suspending players for postseason games for leaving the bench during an 

altercation. In 1997, the Knicks' Patrick  Ewing and Allan Hpuston (Game 6) and Larry Johnson and John 

Starks (Game 7) were suspended in a series against the Heat. In 2007, the Suns' Amar'e Stoudemire and 

Boris Diaw were suspended for Game 5 of a series about the Spurs. 

The Hawks have been notified of the league's intention to review the incident. I will keep on top of the 

situation and report any developments. 

 


