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Three keys to Hawks' Game 7 loss 

By Chris VIvlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS -- A look at the three key elements in the Hawks’ 92-80 loss to the Pacers in Game 7 of 

the first-round Eastern Conference playoff series Saturday: 

Lost chances early: The Pacers stumbled out of the gate. They missed their first six shots and have four 

turnovers - yet the Hawks led only 4-0. 

In the first quarter, the Hawks forced seven turnovers and had just four points off them. Paul Millsap 

had a fast break after a steal and missed the layup. 

The Hawks lost a golden opportunity to put the Pacers to take an early advantage and heap more 

pressure on the host Pacers. 

“The first quarter was, I don’t know if frustrating is the right word, it was encouraging and frustrating all 

at the same time because our defense and our activity and we created a lot of turnovers,” Hawks coach 

Mike Budenholzer said. “We felt like we had a lot of opportunities at the basket and open looks and we 

just didn’t convert at a high enough rate off of those turnovers and off of our open looks where 

potentially we could have had a lead in that first quarter and been in a better position. But I think the 

activity and the defensive effort that we showed coming out of the gate was exactly what we were 

looking for and put us in a good position in the first quarter.” 

Poor shooting (again): The Hawks had their second straight poor shooting game. They finished with a 

30.4 percentage (28 of 92), including 25 percent (11 of 44) from 3-point range. 

In the end the Hawks missed (64) nearly as many shots at the Pacers took (70). 

“I don’t know if it was wear and tear or what,” DeMarre Carroll said. “We just couldn’t knock down 

shots. We had open looks. A lot of guys had open looks. We just couldn’t knock down shots.” 

Millsap finished with 15 points on 6 of 21 shooting. He had only two points at halftime. He did pull down 

17 rebounds. Carroll was 1 of 7 for two points. Pero Antic was 0 of 5 for zero points. Mike Scott finished 

with 15 points off the bench but he was 5 of 14 from the field, including 3 of 10 from 3-point range. 

“Personally, I felt like I pressed a little bit,” Millsap said. “But they did a good job. Some of the driving 

lanes that I had earlier in the season weren’t there. I missed a fast-break layup. I missed some open 3’s. 

It’s not necessarily something that they did but something I did.” 

Dreadful second quarter: The Pacers won the game with their close of the second quarter. They finished 

on a 16-4 run to take an 11-point lead. They Hawks would only get as close as seven points in the second 

half. The Hawks missed 10 straight shots and had two turnovers to end the quarter. 



The Hawks were held without a field goal for the final 6:13 as they managed just 13 points in the period. 

They shot 20 percent (4 of 20) from the field. 

The Pacers’ run ignited the home crowd. They were whipped into frenzy with Ian Mahinmi turned back a 

Jeff Teague dunk attempt at the second-quarter buzzer. 

“I thought especially in the second and third quarter we just couldn’t buy a bucket,” Korver said. “You 

have to give them credit for that. But I thought we were taking shots some shots we could make. They 

also made us take some tough ones. We couldn’t score there for a good long stretch.” 

 


