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More to Antic than 3-pointers 

By Chris VIvlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS – There has been some scrutiny on Hawks center Pero Antic during the playoff series 

against the Pacers. He averaged 7.0 points and 4.2 rebounds during the season and averaged 1.1 3-

pointers on 3.4 attempts per game during the regular season. 

During the first six games of the series, Antic averaged 3.6 points and 3.7 rebounds per game. He made 

just 3 of 22 3-pointers and none since Game 2. 

When asked prior to Game 6 if Antic’s right ankle was still an issue, Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said, 

“I think Pero is as healthy as he is going to be.” Antic has experienced pain in the ankle even after 

returning from misssing 17 games with a stress fracture. 

Budenholzer was asked again Friday about Antic and his role for Game 7. 

Here is what he said: 

Q. Any thoughts of changing the way you have used Pero Antic? 

A. I would say, if anything, we’ll probably use Pero more. I think that if you look at a lot of different 

things and you look at the subtleties of the game, all the different things that Pero is bringing to our 

team, I think there is way too much focus. Pero would like to make a few shots. You just look at a lot of 

different things and if you look at the game closely, look at the numbers closely, Pero is having a really 

positive impact on the game and on the series. The great thing for us is we think he can have an even 

more positive impact if he does start making a couple shots and if he starts making 3’s. Pero have been 

very good and will be used the same, if not more. 

Q. What are the subtleties? 

A. Defensively he has a very good instinct or basketball I.Q. and sees rotations and sees things 

happening in a good way. He makes plays and presents length and size at the rim, in the paint, 

rebounding. He can get a hit. He can hold his position and still get rebounds. Sometimes he might not 

get the rebound but he’ll count. Kyle (Korver) has had a very big rebounding series. Our guards have had 

a big rebounding series. At times, it’s what our bigs, not just Pero but all our bigs, may get a hit. It’s a 

physical game. So many things on that end. On the other end, he is still spacing the court. He is still a 

threat. Everybody knows that Pero can make 3’s. When he makes shots everyone is aware of him and he 

creates space for us, creates opportunities for us. Like I said, he is a huge positive for us.” 

There is something to Budenholzer’s point if you look closer at the numbers. Antic is a plus-27 for the 

series. His only minus-game was Game 2 when the Hawks were beaten handily. 

 


