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Exit interview: Dennis Schroder and Mike Muscala 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The final in a series of excerpts of the interviews Hawks players did with the media following the end of 

the season. Today: Rookies Dennis Schroder and Mike Muscala 

Dennis Schroder 

Q. How do you sum up your first year in the NBA? 

A. I think it was a great experience for me. I played professionally in Europe but this is a different 

basketball game. Yeah, I really enjoyed it with my teammates and it was a great experience. 

Q. What do you think you have to work on this summer? 

A. I have to work on my shot and my finishes on the basket. That is what I’m working on this summer. 

Q. How important will summer league be for you? 

A. I want to play national team. I just talked to the coaches but they want me to play summer league too 

so I will be there for sure too. 

Q. What have you learned playing behind Jeff Teague? 

A. Jeff is a great guy. He helped me the whole season. Every time he saw something where I can improve 

he helped me with it. I learned a lot from him. 

Q. What surprised you the most about the NBA game? 

A. That you play every night. In Europe you play every week just one time. It’s quick, 82 games in six 

months. It’s unbelievable. 

Q. Was that hard on you? Your body? 

A. You have to get used to it, for sure. But it was hard. 

Q. Do you want to improve your physical strength? 

A. I have to get stronger, for sure. I will keep working on that. 

Mike Muscala 

Q. How would you assess your first NBA experience? 



A. I really learned a lot. Playing in the playoffs, I didn’t play, but being in that atmosphere and what that 

was like and the games I played in after coming back from Spain were invaluable experience. 

Q. What kind of experience did you get in Spain and what did you improve on? 

A. In Spain, it was one game a week. It was a different set up, much different. At the end of the day, it’s 

just basketball. But there were so many differences with the schedule and how the teams play, all those 

nuances. I learned a lot. 

Q. What did the coaches here tell you they want you to work on in the offseason? 

A. We haven’t gone into much detail yet. I’m going to take a little time off, go home and then get after it 

this summer. I have things I know I want to improve on, obviously, and the coaches do too. We’ll talk 

about that. 

Q. What do you want to work on? 

A. Personally, I’d like to improve my range. Get more consistent from the 3-point line. Get stronger, for 

sure. Be more comfortable in the pick-and-roll game.  That is kind of new for me. 

Q. There is a role here for the stretch-5. Do you see yourself in that role or more of a traditional center? 

A. I don’t put myself in either of those roles. I think I can do both. 

 


