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Hawks GM Danny Ferry satisfied despite injuries, slump 

By Jeff Zillgitt 

The Atlanta Hawks were 16-13 and one of three teams with a winning record in the Eastern Conference 

when center Al Horford tore his right pectoral muscle, ending his season. 

The Hawks were 25-21 on Feb. 1, but season-season-ending injuries to guard John Jenkins and big man 

Gustavo Ayon in February sapped Atlanta's depth. Pero Antic missed the entire month an injured right 

ankle. All-Star forward Paul Millsap, one of the NBA's best free agent additions, missed the last week of 

February and first week of March with a bruised right knee. The Hawks have been devoid of big men. 

Atlanta was 2-10 in February, and March hasn't been any kinder. Sharpshooter Kyle Korver has missed 

six games, and the Hawks lost all six. 

Stung by injuries all season — Hawks players have missed 172 games this season — Atlanta now is 31-

41, eighth in the East and struggling to hang on to the final playoff spot with the New York Knicks one 

game behind and the Cleveland Cavaliers 2½ games behind the Hawks. 

"The injuries that compounded after Al the past two months certainly can't be ignored when you look at 

the whole of the season," Hawks general manager Danny Ferry told USA TODAY Sports. "We don't want 

to use them as excuses. It's been a reality, and I like that our group has continued to compete. It's part 

of the reason I like the substance of our group. It will allow us to be competitive going forward." 

Even though he is frustrated by injuries, Ferry is pleased with the makeup of the roster and the overall 

direction of the Hawks under first-year coach Mike Budenholzer. 

"Throughout the year, I felt we've been on a good path," Ferry said. "When healthy, we've been a very 

good team. I like the way we play. It's system-based. I like our players. There's some substance to them. 

With the way we're set-up from a salary cap standpoint and a roster standpoint that good things can 

continue to unfold. 

"We're not focused on trying to be the eighth seed in the playoffs because that's not our goal. We're 

trying to build something that's good, sustainable and the components are in place for us to do so." 

The Hawks, who will have salary cap space to spend in the next two offseasons, are in a strange place 

when it comes to the playoffs and the draft. 

If they make the playoffs as the No. 8 seed, they get either the Indiana Pacers or Miami Heat in the first 

round and the 15th pick in the draft. If they miss out, the Hawks probably will land the 10th or 11th pick, 

with about a 4% chance a top-three pick and about a 2% chance of falling to 13th. 

Of the Hawks' remaining 10 games, including Monday's contest against the Philadelphia, Atlanta plays 

five playoff teams (the Chicago Bulls, Pacers, Brooklyn Nets, Heat and Charlotte Bobcats) and one team 

(the Cavaliers) with an outside shot of making the playoffs. A road game against the Milwaukee Bucks 



closes the Hawks' season. 

The Knicks have a tougher schedule in their eight games, with seven against teams headed for the 

playoffs: the Nets (twice), Washington Wizards, Heat, Toronto Raptors (twice) and Bulls. 

Regardless of how the Hawks finish, Ferry was pleased that forward Mike Scott, center Mike Muscala 

and guards Shelvin Mack and Dennis Schroder were able to get experience. 

 


