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Three-Pointers: Hawks upset Pacers, Warriors upend Clippers and more playoff action 

By Matt Dollinger 

Hawks 101, Pacers 93 

By Matt Dollinger 

• The Pacers’ free fall from bona fide contender to blue-and-gold dumpster fire has been more abrupt 

than a Gregg Popovich interview. Did Evan Turner and Andrew Bynum throw off the team’s peerless 

chemistry? Did the players’ newfound success go to their heads? Did a team reliant on teamwork 

become selfish to a fault? Yes, yes and yes. Indiana came unhinged with an 8-10 March, and the Pacers 

have yet to recover. Many gave them the benefit of the doubt and assumed that the slumbering No. 1 

seed would wake up come playoff time, but Saturday’s Game 1 loss to the Hawks proved that the team’s 

issues are alive and well. 

Jeff Teague brought the NBA’s top-rated defense to its knees, getting into the paint at will and finishing 

with a career-playoff-high 28 points. But the eighth-seeded Hawks didn’t do as much right in Game 1 as 

the Pacers did wrong. Indiana had trouble keeping Atlanta off the boards, even though the Hawks 

ranked 27th on the glass during the regular season. It turned the ball over 15 times, shot just 41.9 

percent from the field and went 16-of-23 from the free-throw line. It looked disjointed on offense, 

disinterested on defense and exactly like the vulnerable team that has been masquerading as a 

contender for weeks. 

A lot of attention has been paid this season to the Pacers’ prospects in a conference finals rematch with 

the two-time-defending champion Heat. Now, though, it’s fair to wonder if they can avoid the 

embarrassment of one of the biggest playoff upsets in history. Since 1984, only five No. 8 seeds have 

won their first-round series. The Hawks would be a particularly improbable addition to that list: They 

have been without their best player (Al Horford) since December, went 2-10 in February and finished 38-

44. Their general manager admitted that making the playoffs as the eighth seed wasn’t a “goal,” yet 

they now have a 1-0 lead against a team that was once 46-13. 

• Just how bad was Roy Hibbert’s night? 

Remarkably, Hibbert’s terrible, horrible, no good, very bad game didn’t end with being rejected by Kyle 

Korver. He got rejected again by Korver in the second half. The Pacers’ All-Star center finished with a -11 

plus/minus rating. He managed just eight points (the same as his counterpart, Pero Antic). He went 0-

for-2 at the line. He collected five fouls and committed four turnovers. And, just for good measure, he 

totaled more three-point attempts (one) than blocks (none). 

Hibbert’s Game 1 performance is just an extension of the end of his regular season, when he shot 23.5 

percent in six April games. Mired in the worst slump of his career, Hibbert has gone 14 straight games 

without shooting at least 50 percent. Rather than rest him in the meaningless season finale, coach Frank 

Vogel played Hibbert against the lowly Magic in hopes of raising the big man’s spirits. Instead, he shot 1-

of-7. 

And as inviting as the 38-44 Hawks appeared as a first-round opponent to the Pacers, Hibbert probably 



preferred a different matchup. In four games against Atlanta this season, Hibbert averaged just five 

point (on 28.1 percent shooting) and 3.8 rebounds in only 21.7 minutes. 

His struggles were as abundant as ever in Game 1. The 7-foot-2 center looked uncomfortable on both 

ends, often being forced to defend on the perimeter with Antic hovering around the arc. Hibbert’s 

wandering led to countless uncontested layups from the Hawks. Hibbert’s frustrations were apparent on 

the court and with miserable body language on the bench. 

It’s no coincidence that Hibbert and the Pacers are playing their worst basketball of the season at the 

same time. Indiana needs its All-Star center to be the anchor of its championship-quality defense, not a 

liability when the Hawks spread the floor. Indiana is talented enough to win in spite of Hibbert 

occasionally, but not consistently. If Hibbert doesn’t exorcise his demons, the Pacers won’t either. 

 • This will sound like a backhanded compliment, but it’s meant purely as an innocent observation: 

Atlanta isn’t great team, but it’s good enough to beat Indiana. The teams split their season series 2-2, 

and Indiana needed six games to beat the Hawks in the playoffs last season. The loss of Horford was a 

significant blow to the Hawks, but it also enabled them to insert Antic into the starting lineup and 

spread the floor more, giving the Pacers fits on defense with their unconventional looks. Game 1 

showed just how out of sync Hibbert can look when trying to defend a capable perimeter shooter. 

Without the Defensive Player of the Year candidate protecting the rim, Atlanta attacked the paint 

without fear, leading to easy baskets and repeated trips to the line (24-of-29 from the stripe). 

The Hawks now have a blueprint to beat Indiana and a 1-0 lead to boot. The Pacers have been pressing 

the snooze button on their wake-up calls for weeks. We’ll find out in Game 2 on Tuesday if this latest 

one finally stirred them. 

 


