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ATLANTA HAWKS PARTNER WITH THE CENTER FOR CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ANNUAL POETRY CONTEST FOR 

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS DURING NATIONAL POETRY MONTH 

The Fifth Annual Atlanta Hawks Poetry Slam Finals to take place April 22
nd

 at the Hard Rock Café. 

 

ATLANTA, GA ----- In partnership with The National Center for Civil and Human Rights (The Center), the Atlanta Hawks 

are hosting its annual poetry contest for local high school students.  The contest provides a platform for youth to let 

their voices be heard on various issues affecting them and the world. This year’s theme is Non-Discrimination, 

Acceptance and Respect for Others:  Why It Matters to You.  

 

“We are thrilled to join the Hawks for their annual poetry slam contest,” says Doug Shipman, CEO. “Poetry is all about 

story-telling, and this year’s theme provides each student with the opportunity to share their experiences and feelings 

regarding the importance of tolerance and acceptance.”  

 

More than 125 entries were submitted for the annual contest that concludes on April 22
nd

 where 15 finalists will 

perform their poems for a guest panel of judges that includes Atlanta-based writer Devika Rao of the Atlanta Journal 

Constitution, local poet and Atlanta Intown writer and poet Collin Kelly, and  Judith Service Montier, Vice President of 

Marketing at The Center for Civil and Human Rights. The poetry finals will take place at the Hard Rock Café with the 

reception starting at 6:30 pm followed by the competition at 7:00 pm. At the conclusion of the competition, the third, 

second and first place winners will be announced. Prizes for the winners include a Kindle, iPad, laptop (all courtesy of 

Walmart), autographed Atlanta Hawks items and a pair of tickets to the Center for Civil and Human Rights. 

 

Prior to the finals, all 15 contestants participated in a poetry workshop hosted by the Atlanta Hawks on April 14
th

 at 

Philips Arena. Students received instruction by professional spoken word artist Derek Bailey (aka Subject to Change) and 

engaged in a human rights workshop with Dina Bailey, Director, Interpretation Curator from The Center before watching 

the Atlanta Hawks game. 

 

 

About the Center for Civil and Human Rights 

The Center for Civil and Human Rights in Downtown Atlanta is an engaging cultural attraction that connects The 

American Civil Rights Movement to today’s global Human Rights Movements. The Center will feature three immersive 

exhibit spaces, including a continuously rotating gallery of items from the Morehouse College Martin Luther King Jr. 

Collection, where visitors can view the personal papers and items of Dr. King.  The Center will also provide designated 

event spaces and educational programs that will inspire visitors to join the ongoing dialogue about contemporary 

movements for human rights around the world. 

 

 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1949, play in the Southeast Division, along 

with the Charlotte Bobcats, Miami Heat, Orlando Magic and Washington Wizards.  Atlanta Hawks Membership which 

includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 regular season games are on sale now at 

www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500!  In addition, 2014 NBA Playoff Tickets are also on sale now 

at www.hawks.com/playoffs.  For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on 

twitter @ATLHawks. 
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