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Hawks' Jeff Teague puts on a show in his homecoming 

By Zak Keefer 

For Jeff Teague, the routine these days remains unchanged, no matter that he is playing in the city 

where he spent the first 18 years of his life and against the very team he spent all those years cheering. 

"Just another game," said the Atlanta Hawks point guard. 

Teague removes himself from the distractions that sometimes creep up when a player returns home: a 

sudden demand for tickets and the subsequent pressure to perform in front of friends and family 

members. He doesn't feel it because he doesn't see it. 

For the Pike High School graduate and fifth-year pro, he said it's a dilemma that he does not have to 

face. 

"Nobody's here," Teague said. "They just watch the game on TV. They're just not here. They got more 

important stuff to do." 

On Saturday night, they missed quite a show from Teague, who lit up the Pacers for 28 points in the 

Hawks' easy 101-93 victory that gave them a 1-0 lead heading into Tuesday's Game2 of their Eastern 

Conference playoff series. 

It's too bad the Indianapolis native had only his father, Shawn, rooting for him from the stands — he's 

never played better in a postseason game. 

He darted to the rim with ease. He conducted a clinic in pick-and-roll offense, often teaming with Paul 

Millsap (25 points) to dissect a discombobulated Pacers' defensive unit. And, in a signature moment 

telling of the Hawks' we're-not-going-anywhere attitude, a nasty crossover from Teague sent Indiana's 

Evan Turner to the floor. Teague promptly drained the 3-pointer, then gazed at Turner as he jogged back 

on defense. 

By any measure, Saturday was Teague's night at Bankers Life Fieldhouse. 

"If you're not aggressive, attacking the rim, they're not going to respect you," Teague said after practice 

Sunday. 

Atlanta Hawks guard Jeff Teague drives past Pacers guard George Hill and forward Luis Scola in the first 

round of the NBA Eastern Conference playoffs Saturday, April 19, 2014, at Banker Life 

Fieldhouse.(Photo: Matt Kryger / The Star) 

His sterling Game1 performance comes on the heels of Teague's finest NBA season. After nearly bolting 

for Milwaukee last July in free agency, Teague re-signed with the Hawks and blossomed in first-year 



coach Mike Budenholzer's run-and-gun offensive attack. He averaged 16.5 points a game and dished out 

6.7 assists, ninth-best in the league. 

Now, he runs the show better than he ever has as a professional. 

"This is a totally different style of play from our previous year, when we were more of a post-up team," 

he said. "This year, we're more free-flowing. It's a lot funner for me. 

"When you're enjoying it and having fun, it's easy to play like that." 

Teague so thoroughly dominated the pivotal point guard battle in Game1 that it forced Pacers coach 

Frank Vogel to yank his starter, George Hill. Vogel wasn't left with many options a few minutes later 

after Teague did much of the same to Hill's backup, C.J. Watson. 

Perhaps most painful for Pacers fans: Teague could be wearing the other team's jersey. After leaving 

Wake Forest as a sophomore, Teague was available in the 2009 NBA draft when Larry Bird weighed his 

options with the 13th pick. 

Indiana needed a point guard, but Bird instead went with North Carolina bruiser Tyler Hansbrough, 

passing up on Ty Lawson, Darren Collison and, now most noticeably, Jeff Teague. 

For the Hawks to continue to push the Pacers on their heels, Teague's encore to his standout start will 

have to be just as good. 

"Just being an underdog from Indianapolis and not getting a lot of credit when I was here, ever since 

then I've just tried to get better every year, and I think I've done that," he said. 

 


