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Detroit 102, Atlanta 95: With Josh Smith hurt, Greg Monroe, Andre Drummond control paint vs. Hawks 

 

By Vince Ellis 

 

ATLANTA — Interim Pistons coach John Loyer scoffed at the notion. 

Greg Monroe said there was a little difference, but not anything to make a huge fuss about. 

With Josh Smith out with left-knee tendinitis Tuesday night against his former team, the Atlanta Hawks, 

fans got a chance to see the Andre Drummond-Monroe pairing with a more traditional small forward in 

Kyle Singler. 

The outcome was a 102-95 victory over an Atlanta team desperately holding on to the final playoff spot 

in the Eastern Conference. 

Drummond and Monroe dominated the paint with 40 points and 30 rebounds, and Smith’s replacement, 

Rodney Stuckey, went for a season-high 29 points. 

Monroe was an offensive focal point with a season-high 24 shots in going for 21 points and 13 rebounds. 

Drummond added 19 points, 17 rebounds, two blocks and two steals. 

“It was a little different,” said Monroe, who will be a restricted free agent in the off-season. “You can say 

that any time personnel changes. Different players call for different assignments. 

“Coaches are going to adjust to different players — especially when a guy like Josh is off the floor. I think 

everything that’s normally there was there.” 

Loyer said: “Kyle plays a bunch of small forward. I wouldn’t give that one second thought.” 

Just to be clear: the suggestion isn’t that the Pistons (29-49) would be having a better season with Smith 

coming off the bench. 

The idea is that the Pistons would have been better served if either Smith, Monroe or Drummond would 

have come off the bench. 



We will never know, but it was a dominant performance from what was once the Pistons frontline of the 

future. The future is now uncertain with four games remaining. 

Rookies Peyton Siva and Kentavious Caldwell-Pope offered some hope for the future. 

Siva scored 10 points and was 3-for-4 from three-point range — including a top-of-the-key triple with 

4:25 left that gave the Pistons a 92-85 lead. Siva is playing for his future as the team holds an option on 

him for next season. 

“It’s great to get the chance to play, but at the end of the day, I’m really not playing for that,” Siva said. 

“I’m playing just to win, and that’s all that matters to me.” 

Caldwell-Pope finished with six points, but contributed three steals and a key blocked shot. After 

starting for most of the first half, Loyer noted the Pistons steals and fast-break points are down since 

Caldwell-Pope was removed from the starting lineup. Caldwell-Pope, back in his home state, had an 

energetic cheering section after a steal and two-handed dunk. 

“When he gets steady minutes he gets his hands on a lot of balls,” Loyer said. “He’s active. I told him 

tonight I’d like to see that on a regular basis.” 

The Pistons got off to a good start and extended an early lead to 13 early in the second quarter. Stuckey, 

with possibly only four more games left in his Pistons tenure, was able to get into the paint at will while 

Drummond and Monroe dominated the glass. 

The Pistons took a 58-52 halftime lead behind 15 points from Stuckey and an effort on the glass that 

gave the Pistons a 29-17 advantage. Monroe had 12 points and seven rebounds; Drummond nine points 

and eight rebounds. 

 


