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Time to give Hawks some credit 

By Kevin Pelton 

So much attention has been focused on what's wrong with the Indiana Pacers that it's easy to forget 

that the Atlanta Hawks are more than scenery in the playoff series they lead 3-2 after claiming Game 5 

on Monday night in Indiana. Amid the consternation over the Pacers, it's about time the Hawks get 

some credit for their playoff performance. They're winning this series as much as Indiana is losing it. 

Atlanta's five-out, 3-point-heavy offense is both ideal for an underdog and the perfect antidote to 

Indiana's league-leading defense. Coach Mike Budenholzer has encouraged his charges to let it fly from 

downtown, and they have responded by attempting at least 27 3s in all five games -- more than the 

Pacers attempted in any of the first four games before trying 30 triples in an effort to come back from 

the 30-point deficit they faced in the second half Monday. 

The Hawks built that lead by catching fire from beyond the arc in the second quarter. Their nine 3-

pointers tied an NBA playoff record for a quarter, and second-year forward Mike Scott(who made all five 

of his 3-point attempts) was one shy of Antoine Walker's playoff-quarter record for an individual player. 

In the period, Atlanta scored 41 points on 22 possessions, treating Indiana defenders like turnstiles. 

Although the Hawks haven't been that hot the entire series, they have made 59 3-pointers through five 

games, 14 more than any other playoff team. (Remarkably, Indiana is second with 45.) That's one off the 

NBA record for triples in a five-game series (the 2007 Golden State Warriors had 60 against the Utah Jazz 

in a series they lost) and on pace to surpass records for series of six games (70 by the Houston Rockets 

against theOklahoma City Thunder last year) and seven games (77, shared by the 1995Orlando Magic 

against the Pacers and the 2006 Phoenix Suns against the Los Angeles Clippers). 

And remember, Atlanta is doing this against a Pacers defense that has prioritized taking away the 3-ball. 

Indiana's defense tied for the third-fewest 3s allowed during the regular season, and perimeter defense 

wasn't a major factor during the team's swoon in the second half of the season -- the Pacers ranked 

eighth-best in opponent 3-pointers after the All-Star break. According to ESPN Stats & Information, the 

Pacers allowed double-digit 3s in consecutive games just once during the regular season -- in the first 

two games -- before doing so in every game this series. 

The Hawks have managed to turn that strength into a weakness by stretching Indiana's defense to its 

breaking point. Roy Hibbert's mobility has been the obvious issue, and he's an easy target after putting 

up zero points and zero rebounds in Game 5. But the Pacers started well with Hibbert on the floor, and 

were outscored by 13 points in the 24 minutes he didn't play in the first three quarters, so their 

problems go far beyond their 7-footer. 

When Pacers coach Frank Vogel went super-small out of desperation in the fourth quarter, playing 

undersized Chris Copeland and David West together, Budenholzer found new ways to manufacture 

spacing. As illustrated in the screen shot below, he put Kyle Korver far beyond the arc on the same side 

as Paul Millsap in the post, dramatically increasing the distance Korver's defender had to cover to 



double-team Millsap down low. The strategy yielded three scores in five possessions, including a Korver 

3 from 27 feet, to help keep Indiana's comeback effort at bay. 

Synergy Sports 

Perhaps the Pacers will find an answer in time to save their season. Perhaps Atlanta's matchup 

advantages won't translate in future series if the Hawks do advance. Already, however, the Hawks have 

outplayed reasonable expectations. Among ESPN's panel, only Ethan Sherwood Strauss (Pacers in seven) 

had Atlanta winning three games. And Atlanta, trying to become the team with the worst regular-season 

record to advance since the playoffs expanded to 16 teams, deserves credit for outplaying that record in 

this series. 

 


