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NBA Trends: Inside the Hawks' Offense, the Evolution of Wall and Beal & More 

By Jared Zwerling 

No matter whether the eighth-seeded Atlanta Hawks can pull off an unheralded upset against the 

Indiana Pacers, their offense has been one of the most fun to watch in the playoffs. Unconventionally, 

for sure. 

"Watching the NBA growing up, I knew it was a whole lot of isolations and one-on-ones, but (coach Mike 

Budenholzer) runs a whole different style and I'm liking it," Hawks point guard Jeff Teague said. 

Most of the time, the Hawks have no post-up player, and the NBA's offensive staple—the pick-and-roll—

is not that often used either. Instead, to try to make the larger Pacers open up the paint, Budenholzer 

has all five players circumnavigate the outside—some even run behind the point guard when he attacks 

for wider spacing and shot opportunities—and he stresses constant movement and quick decision-

making. Sharpshooter Kyle Korver's presence has also helped with spacing, and the Hawks lead the 

playoffs with 11 three-point makes per game, while only collecting eight offensive rebounds per game. If 

you miss it, get back and defend—simple as that. 

"If you don't have the shot, drive it, and if you don't drive it, pass it, and that's what we do," Teague 

said. "It's a lot of ball movement and player movement. We didn't move the ball well in the fourth 

quarter of (Game 4's Pacers' win), and that's not us. When we move the ball, when we swing the ball on 

the perimeter, everybody is moving, we're really good." 

With the outside play, Budenholzer even has his big men, Paul Millsap and Pero Antic, pick-and-pop. 

Interestingly, coming into this season, Millsap had only made 31 threes from 2006 to 2013. This season, 

he had 76, and he's shooting 44.4 percent from downtown in this series. And Antic, at 6'11", has been 

the best stretch-5 in the playoffs, totally reconfiguring the Pacers' defensive anchor, Roy Hibbert, to 

guard the perimeter. 

"(Antic) is definitely a unique player," Teague said. "He's a really good defender and then he's able to 

stretch the floor like he does. He can put the ball on the floor and make plays. He's a good passer. He's 

an all-around really good player, and that's huge." 

Of course, Teague himself has been the one making everything go on the court. Teague, a blur with the 

basketball who's averaging 19.5 points and 6.5 assists per game in the playoffs, said he's "still growing as 

a player," combining elements from three top point guards. 

"I like Steve Nash, the way he penetrates and keeps his dribble alive, and (Rajon) Rondo, just his 

versatility—he can push the ball and play in the half court," he said. "And Chris Paul's overall ability, just 

to be an attacking guard in pick-and-rolls." 

So what's the game plan for the rest of the series? If ain't broke, don't fix it. The Hawks will continue 

with their unorthodox offensive attack. 



"Just doing the same thing we've been doing," Teague said. "I wouldn't say we've surprised (the Pacers). 

I think they knew that we were an explosive offensive team. We beat them twice in the regular season 

and I think they knew that we were going to be talented." 

The 20th anniversary of a historic upset 

With the Hawks-Pacers series in mind, this year's playoffs mark 20 years since the Denver Nuggets made 

NBA history by becoming the first eighth seed to upset a No. 1 team, the Seattle SuperSonics. While the 

Sonics boasted the best regular-reason record at 63-19, led by headline names Gary Payton, Shawn 

Kemp and Detlef Schrempf, the Nuggets were the youngest team in the league at the time, featuring 

Dikembe Mutombo, LaPhonso Ellis and Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf. 

In the clinching Game 5—the Nuggets initially trailed 2-0—Mutombo had eight blocks and 15 rebounds. 

When the game ended, Mutombo famously dropped to the court holding the ball above his head, 

crying. He later said, "I just cannot believe we won this game." Mutombo's 31 blocks is still an NBA 

record for the most in a five-game playoff series. 

 

 


