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Three keys to Hawks' Game 5 win 

By Chris VIvlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS -- A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 107-97 Game 5 victory over the Pacers 

Monday night: 

Epic second quarter: The Hawks outscored the Pacers 41-19 in the period and led by as many as 25 

points. The home crowd was booing loudly. Mike Scott had all of his 17 points in the quarter, including 

four straight 3-pointers and five total. The Hawks shot 81.3 percent (13 of 16) in the period – including 

ridiculous 81.8 percent (9 of 11) from 3-point range. 

Shelvin Mack had 13 of his team-high 20 points in the quarter. 

“We know we can play with this team,” Scott said. “We know they’re a great team, especially at home 

with great players and a great coach. But we believe in ourselves. (Shelvin) Mack made some shots. Kyle 

(Korver) made some shots and I made some shots and we were able to play with great pace in that 

second quarter. It’s the same game plan we’ve been using all year. Spread them out and run the pick-

and-roll game or the pick-and-pop game. And they were worried about Mack and I was able to get loose 

for some good looks. And then they were just heat checks shots.” 

Live by the 3: It wasn’t just the second quarter that the Hawks connected from down town. After a 1 of 

4 start in the first quarter, the Hawks finished the game at 55.6 percent (15 of 27) from 3-point range. 

Korver and Scott had five each. 

It was quite a turnaround from the Hawks’ Game 4 loss when the shot just 11 of 33 – including 6 of 17 in 

the second half. 

“When you have more than one shooter on the floor at one time (the defense) can’t just focus on one 

person,” Korver said. “You have to keep running everybody off the line. So we had a lot of shooting out 

there and a lot of guys making shots. Shelvin (Mack) was driving the basket. Jeff (Teague) was driving the 

basket. It creates a lot of scenarios for the defense.” 

Defense: It’s easy to look at the Hawks’ impressive offensive numbers but coach and players credited 

the team defense as the reason for the victory. 

It was the defensive activity and effort that coach Mike Budenholzer has been preaching all season. 

“If we keep playing together, keep trusting each other defensively and let that carry over to the 

offensive end of the court, that is what we’re working on,” Budenholzer said. “That is what we are 

looking to stay together defensively, looking to stay together offensively.” 

And more: There were plenty of other reasons to point to. The Hawks were 26 of 33 from the free-

throw line. The Pacers were just 11 of 18. Roy Hibbert played 13 minutes without a point or a rebound 

and had four fouls. We could go on and on. 


