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Three keys to 95-93 loss to Bobcats 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 95-93 loss to the Bobcats Monday night: 

Fourth-quarter woes: The Hawks held a 15-point lead heading into the final quarter. It was gone with 

4:24 left with Gary Neal sank three free-throws. The Bobcats needed a Chris Douglas-Roberts’ game-

winning shot at the buzzer to get the victory. The basket provided the final points in a 30-13 quarter. 

The Hawks did not play starters Jeff Teague and Pero Antic in the final quarter as they joined Paul 

Millsap, DeMarre Carroll and Kyle Korver, the other three starters who did not play at all. 

“It shows that we can still compete at a high level,” Shelvin Mack said of the work of the reserves. 

“When somebody goes out, the next guy has to step up. The biggest thing is you want to go into the 

playoffs healthy. I think we were able to accomplish that tonight and got through with no injuries. 

Bobcat reserves Luke Ridnour and Neal each had 10 points in the fourth-quarter comeback. 

Al Jefferson: The Bobcats center played big as the Hawks used three different players to try to slow the 

big man down. Jefferson finished with a game-high 27 points and 15 rebounds. He had 12 points and six 

rebounds in the first quarter alone. 

Jefferson was the lone starter to play fourth-quarter minutes (except Josh McRoberts who played three 

seconds to inbound on the game-winning play). Jefferson played 5:47 of the final period. His basket with 

a minute left gave the Bobcats a two-point lead before Lou Williams tied the game with 2.6 seconds left. 

Jefferson was part of the Bobcats holding a 48-39 rebounding advantage. 

Douglas-Roberts delivers: The Bobcat hit a leaner as the buzzer sounded for the game-winner. 

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said the play was designed to have multiple options and the Bobcats 

found one that worked. 

“I haven’t looked at it on film, but everything has multiple options,” Budenholzer said. “I have a good 

feeling that was an option. They ran multiple screens and had multiple opportunities. Gary Neal coming 

to the corner was one. It’s a credit to them and their execution that they found that third option and he 

made a heck of a shot. I think it’s more by design than a scramble.” 

 


