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Three keys to 98-85 win over Heat 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 98-85 playoff clinching win over the Heat Saturday night: 

Defense: It was all coach Mike Budenholzer wanted to talk about following the victory. The Hawks held 

the Heat, who saw the return of Dwyane Wade, to no quarter more than 26 points. The Heat managed 

just 13 third-quarter and 36 second-half points. 

“A couple of games here in the last week or so, our defense has been something that has been better 

and something that we have wanted to improve,” Budenholzer said. “I think the defense in the second 

half tonight was something that hopefully we can build on.” 

The Heat got 27 points from LeBron James, including 10 in the fourth quarter with the Hawks holding a 

comfortable lead. Dwyane Wade returned from a nine-game absence and scored 24 points. They did all 

the real damage scoring 60 percent of the Heat points. The Heat benched coming for eight points. 

“I think everybody did a great job (defensively),” Lou Williams said. “Once we kind of had the game in 

reach, I think everybody’s concentration level went up a notch. You could see the focus. Guys scrambling 

to the ball. We have this thing called 50-50 balls, when there are loose balls, I think we got 95 percent of 

them. That was just a credit to our guys defending.” 

Mr. Aggressive Jeff Teague: Jeff Teague had another night of getting into the paint time and again. He 

finished with a team-high 25 points, making 9 of 17 shots. 

“Jeff, recently, has been aggressive on a consistent basis,” Budenholzer said. “I feel like that habit for 

him, of generating the offense and being our engine, I just feel like he is getting more and more 

consistent. And I’m getting asked that same question after more and more games. That means he is 

doing it on a regular basis. He knows how important that is to us.” 

Teague is averaging 21.0 points over the past six games. 

Turnovers: The Hawks forced the Heat into 20 turnovers and tied a season-high with 29 points off them. 

The Heat had three turnovers in the first 3:32 of the game. The Hawks finished with 13 steals as seven 

different players had at least one. 

DeMarre Carroll had a key fourth-quarter steal of a Chris Bosh pass the led to a Mike Scott dunk and an 

11-point Hawks lead. 

“On some of the players we’re trying to make the right plays and some of them are just careless,” James 

said. “That’s the fine line because we are an attack team and we like to get into the paint and make 

plays. It’s a fine line between jumping in the air and making passes on a quick team like (the Hawks). 

They get their hands on a lot of loose balls and passes in the interior.” Teague had four steals and Paul 

Millsap, Kyle Korver and Carroll all had two. 



 


