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Three keys to 105-97 win over Celtics 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 105-97 win over the Celtics Wednesday night: 

Fourth-quarter run: The Hawks trailed by nine points, 89-80, with less than six minutes remaining. They 

responded with a 19-3 run to snatch a much-needed victory. 

Kyle Korver hit back-to-back 3-pointers in the middle of the run to put the Hawks ahead twice – 

sandwhiched between a Jared Sullinger 3-pointer. The last long-range basket by Korver gave the Hawks 

the lead for good. 

“We had some open looks and we knocked them down,” Korver said. “When we turned the ball over 

with the five-second count, it was like ‘you’ve got to be kidding me right now.’ We could have very easily 

hung our heads there. We kept on fighting. We got some good looks and knocked them down. The 

momentum switched our way. We could just feel it. The game turned really quickly.” 

Fast start: The Hawks took an early lead with a hot-shooting first quarter. At one point in the period they 

were shooting 80 percent (12 of 15) from the field. The quarter ended with the Hawks holding a 32-23 

lead with a 79 percent effort (14 of 18). The nine-point lead would grow to as many as 14 points in the 

second quarter. 

The Hawks’ first half also included making 4 of 7 3-pointers. 

“We came out with a different mindset, I think, even though they came back and made a nice little run, 

the mindset was there,” Paul Millsap said. “The focus was there.” 

Brand steps up: Elton Brand scored 13 points and had a season-high tying 13 rebounds in a starting role 

with Pero Antic on the bench in street clothes nursing a sore right ankle. It was Brand’s third double-

double of the season as he has played a mostly reserve role. 

Additionally, Brand had three assists, three steals and a block. 

Brand recorded his 6,516
th

 field goal, moving him into 81
st

 place on the NBA’s all-time list now ahead of 

World B. Free (6,512) and Bailey Howell (6,515). 

“We just wanted to win, wanted to get to the playoffs,” Brand said. “These guys have been resilient 

team and the guys stepped up and made some big shots and weren’t afraid of the moment.” 

 


