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Three keys to 102-95 loss to Pistons 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 102-95 loss to the Pistons Tuesday night: 

Poor focus to start: The Hawks came out slow, especially defensively, and fell behind early. The trailed 

by nine points in the first quarter and by 13 points in the second quarter. 

“Well, I referenced that I thought there was a lack of focus to start the game,” coach Mike Budenholzer 

said. “Coming off a win, coming off a loss, at the end of the day doesn’t really matter. We have to have 

more focus and be mentally tougher to start a game and throughout a game. You can never explain 

why.” 

The Hawks rallied and briefly took the lead in the fourth quarter. Once they fell behind again, they never 

fully recovered. 

The lack of focus and energy was especially troublesome following the drubbing of the Pacers Sunday in 

Indianapolis. 

“We want to be a good team,” Paul Millsap said. “We go to Indiana and beat them at home and we 

come here and lose to Detroit. That is not setting a good tone for who we are and who we want to be.” 

Several starters struggle: The Hawks had a poor shooting night, including three-fifths of their starting 

lineup. DeMarre Carroll was 2 of 10, Kyle Korver was 4 of 16 and Pero Antic was 4 of 13. 

“You have to give them some credit, for sure,” Korver said. “Man, I feel like the ball was just going in and 

out for me tonight. It was tough to have one of those nights tonight.” 

The Hawks were way off from 3-point range, especially early. They were 1 of 8 after the first quarter and 

3 of 14 after the second quarter. For the game, they finished 6 of 17 (35.3 percent). 

“I think we really did it to ourselves,” Carroll said. “We started missing shots and put our heads down 

and we weren’t getting any stops on the other end.” 

No execution down the stretch: The Hawks got a 3-pointer from Pero Antic with 4:06 left to pull to 

within four points, 92-88. He would follow with a pair of free throws to make it a two-point game with 

3:33 left. However, the Hawks would manage just one more field goal after Antic’s long range basket. 



That came on a Jeff Teague layup with 21.3 seconds left. 

The Hawks were 1-for-10 from the field in the final four minutes, including six straight misses after 

Antic’s 3-pointer. The two-point deficit swelled to a seven-point Pistons’ lead. 

“I think you always have to give the defense credit,” Budenholzer said. “Detroit’s activity and Detroit’s 

energy was good. Their activity in pick-and-rolls, so I think they deserve some credit. I think at times we 

had some good open looks that for us are high percentage, guys that make shots, and tonight was one 

of those nights where they didn’t go in.” 

 


