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Three keys to 107-88 win over Pacers 

By Chris Vivlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS -- A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 107-88 win over the Pacers Sunday 

night. 

Fast start: There are fast starts … and then there was what the Hawks did to the Pacers. The Hawks held 

the Pacers to a record-low 23 first-half points. The Pacers shot a meager 20 percent (7 of 35) through 

two quarters, including 0 of 7 from 3-point range. The Hawks had more assists (11) and as many 3-

pointers (7) as the Pacers had field goals. 

“I wouldn’t say surprised,” Paul Millsap said of the Hawks’ start. “It was something that we needed to 

do. Come out aggressive. I feel like we were the more aggressive team. We played our style. We forced 

them to play our style of basketball. That’s what really helped us get up.” 

The Hawks scored 33 points in the first quarter alone. They shot 66.7 percent from the field (14 of 21) in 

the first quarter. 

The Pacers managed just 11 points in the first quarter and 12 in the second. 

“It was our activity,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. “We came in with a good focus. I think we 

caught them on an off night. They had a tough travel schedule and a tough day. They are a very, very 

good team. As many games as we play sometimes you just have a half like that. I think we participated 

in it some but I think we caught them on a rough night.” 

Ball movement: The Hawks, with a relatively healthy starting lineup, moved the ball all night. Jeff Teague 

finished with 25 points, including the Hawks’ final 12. Pero Antic broke out of a shooting slump for a 

career-high 18 points, including three 3-pointers. 

The Hawks took a 35-point lead early in the third quarter when Antic opened the second half with a 3-

pointer. 

“That was a little surprising but we brought a lot of energy,” Teague said. “We knew it was a must-win 

for us. We came out hungry with energy, passion and playing defensively. We were making shots and 

when Pero (Antic) is stretching the floor we are a good team.” 

The Hawks finished with 22 assists, including seven from Shelvin Mack. 

“Ever since last game, we’ve been moving the ball,” DeMarre Carroll said. “We realize that if we move 

the ball no team can guard us. I think everybody is being unselfish moving the ball and we are helping 

each other on defense. We were struggling a little bit but now we are back to playing Hawks basketball 

and this is the best time to start playing Hawks basketball.” 

Second-half response: After the Hawks built a 35-point lead, the Pacers got more aggressive and starting 



to rally. They scored 36 third-quarter points – or 13 more than the first and second quarters combined. 

The Pacers cut their deficit to 16 points late in the third. However, the Hawks pushed back. Kyle Korver 

scored eight of the Hawks’ first 12 points of the fourth quarter. The advantage would get back to 25 

points. When the Pacers made another run, Teague took over and scored the final 12 Hawks’ points. 

“They are a great team, especially at home,” Mike Scott said. “We knew they were going to make a run 

in the third quarter. 

“Step on their throats (was the halftime message). Keep the momentum going. We knew they were 

going to come out hard in the third quarter.” 

 


