
PUBLICATION: AJC DATE: 4/04/14 

Three keys to 117-98 win over the Cavaliers 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 117-98 win over the Cavaliers Friday night. 

First quarter: The Hawks jumped all over the Cavaliers early. They had a 10-point lead with 6:03 

remaining in the first quarter. The lead would grow to 16, 39-23, by the end of the period. 

“The start that we got off to was something that was important,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. 

“Defensively, we had a good first quarter and that fueled our offense and our ball movement. Obviously, 

that gave us the cushion that we were able to keep for most of the game.” 

The Hawks were aided by making 6 of 11 3-point shots in the first 12 minutes. DeMarre Carroll, Paul 

Millsap, Kyle Korver, Jeff Teague, Lou Williams and Mike Scott all connected from long range in the first 

quarter. 

The 39 first-quarter points were a season best. 

“We haven’t shot it that well recently,” Budenholzer said of the Hawks’ 3-point shooting. “It makes a big 

difference for us. Lots of time we are making the extra pass and we are playing unselfish and we are 

getting pretty good looks and for whatever reason they weren’t going down. That is why we talk about 

that we can’t just rely on our 3-point shooting. We have to be good defensively. We have to be solid. We 

have to keep attacking the basket and get to the free-throw line and not just be dependent on the 3-

point shot. Obviously, it’s pretty apparent that when we make them it makes a big difference.” 

Great Scott: Mike Scott broke out of a scoring slump with a game-high 26 points. He made 12 of 13 

shots from the field, including a 3-pointer. 

“Yeah, finally,” Scott said of the breakout game. “I was in a little shooting slump but I kept being 

aggressive and kept getting extra shots (in practice) and they finally fell.” 

Scott had made just 2 of 24 3-pointers over the past 13 games. 

It turns out Scott turned to Lou Williams for some advice. Williams told the second-year forward to get 

in the gym and keep working. 

“We spoke about it,” Williams said. “He just asked me what do I do? I said just get in the gym and shoot 

it out. He was able to play some 3-on-3 and he was very aggressive in those drills. Again, it paid off and 

he was able to get back on track.” 

Scott helped the Hawks bench score 54 points. 

Jeff Teague: The point guard had a solid game with a double-double of 20 points and 12 rebounds. It 

was his 13
th

 double-double of the season. It was the 32
nd

 point/assist double-double of his career, 



moving him past Joe Johnson and into a tie with Walt Hazzard for sixth on the franchise’s all-time 

point/assist list. 

“Jeff did so many good things for us with 12 assists and only three turnovers,” Budenholzer said. “Just 

attacking and making good decisions and good reads. They are an aggressive defensive pick-and-roll 

team and sometimes he has to make the pass and other times he had opportunities to attack. I think he 

had a good floor game and a lot of good decisions.” 

 


