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Three keys to 103-95 win over 76ers 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 103-95 come-from-behind victory over the 76ers 

Monday night: 

Lou Williams: The guard knows how to take over a game. He did so in the fourth quarter of a must-win 

for the Hawks. If the team had any hope of holding on to the eighth and final playoff spot in the Eastern 

Conference defeating the lowly Sixers, at home, was a must. 

Williams delivered. He scored 16 second-half points, including 11 in the fourth quarter, on his way to 22 

points. He hit back-to-back 3-pointers, right in front of the Sixers bench, late in the game to break open 

a 92-92 tie. 

“He deserved to be on the court,” coach Mike Budenholzer said. “He played well. It was great for our 

whole group for Lou to have a night like that. With the circumstances with DeMarre (Carroll) and Kyle 

(Korver) coming off injury and being sick, Lou really stepped up and picked up some of that slack and 

gave us what we needed down the stretch.” 

Second-half effort: After a slow start, the Hawks outscored the Sixers 60-42 in the second half. Coach 

and players credited the improved defensive performance but certainly the offensive production 

helped. Carroll (two points) and Korver (zero) combined for two first-half points. They scored seven and 

11 points, respectively in the second half. 

The Hawks finished the game 7 of 31 from 3-point range. Not entirely bad after a dreadful 2 of 15 mark 

in the first half. 

“I think we did a better job of being aggressive and taking advantage of our opportunities,” Williams 

said. “They are a team that likes to play aggressive on the defensive end. We just took advantage of 

spacing everyone out and moving the ball.” 

Paul Millsap: While Williams controlled the second half, Millsap carried the load in the first half. He had 

15 first-half points on his way to a game-high 28 points. He made 9 of 15 field-goal attempts and had a 

Hawks season-high 17 rebounds. 

“He was pretty good in the first half,” Budenholzere said. “I thought he was significantly better in the 

second half. We really kind of went through him. Then he really went and got boards and got to the 

free-throw line. I think he was even more decisive and more aggressive in the second half. That was a 

big part of us being able to turn the score.” 

 


