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Toronto Raptors lose to Atlanta Hawks in overtime 

By Mike Ganter 

ATLANTA - Speed killed the Raptors for the second time in three days. 

On Sunday it was the tandem of Eric Bledsoe and Goran Dragic. 

Tuesday it was all Jeff Teague who scored 34 in a series of blurry drives past and through Raptor 

defenders. 

When he wasn’t laying one in after a daring dash through the paint, he was cashing in freebies from the 

free thrown line. 

The combination of Teague’s aggressive attacks on the basket and the versatility of Paul Millsap, who 

enjoyed the first triple-double of his career, helped the Atlanta Hawks stave off a desperate and 

undermanned Raptors squad for a 118-113 overtime win. 

“He lived in the paint tonight,” Kyle Lowry said of Teague. “He got layups and free throws. You have a 

quick guy like that, it’s hard for the bigs to try and help me and it’s hard for me to try to figure out where 

he’s going. We tried to change our coverage a little and it worked (to a degree) but he lived in the paint 

too much tonight. It’s my fault.” 

Already down their most important reserve off the bench in Patrick Patterson, and then losing one of 

their two starting bigs when Jonas Valanciunas went out with back problems early in the fourth quarter, 

there were any number of reasons for the Raptors to lay down. 

Somehow they got this to overtime but once there the Raptors legs started to look heavy and those 

jumpers that were falling for the likes of Kyle Lowry and DeMar DeRozan earlier were hitting front rim 

and taken back the other way. 

It was enough to allow the Hawks to pull in front and then hold that lead the rest of the way from the 

free throw line. 

Teague was nearly unstoppable once he got a head of steam, finishing the night with 34 points on 11-of-

18 shooting and a perfect 11-for-11 from the line. 

Early in the fourth quarter the Raptors lost the services of Valanciunas as he went to the locker room 

with a lower back strain. 

“I was running to the offence and stopped and turned to set a screen and it happened,” Valanciunas 

said. 

The Lithuanian centre has never experienced back problems in his young career to this point, but spent 

the post game moving very gingerly around the locker room. 



With Patterson already unavailable, that limited Casey’s ability to match bigs with the Hawks. 

To that point, Valanciunas had been having a pretty tidy game with 16 points and five rebounds, while 

limiting the scoring ability of both Millsap and Pero Antic. 

Compounding the issue were the four fouls Amir Johnson, the Raps other starting big, had been carrying 

since the early part of the third quarter. 

It meant a lot of Chuck Hayes and Steve Novak through the latter half of the third and the fourth quarter 

and eventually some Tyler Hansbrough. 

Casey had preached the need to chase the Hawks shooters off the three-point line leading into this one. 

His pleas were heeded in the first quarter, but once the Hawks saw a few fall in the second quarter, 

things started to come apart for the Raps. 

Casey said that second quarter when the Hawks scored 32 and got the three-ball going, in combination 

with some untimely and sloppy turnovers by the Raps, changed the course of the game. 

“We were very soft and casual with our passes and they took advantage of it,” Casey said pointing to 15 

turnovers that resulted in 22 Atlanta points. 

The Raptors got off to a nice start in this one holding the Hawks to just 17 points in the first quarter and 

were up by as many as 13 with four minutes to go in that first quarter. 

But things started to go sideways for the Raps as soon as the starters headed to the bench. 

On the same day the team announced Patterson would need at least another week before returning to 

action from an elbow injury, his absence was once again felt in a big way. 

With Greivis Vazquez the lone Raptor providing any scoring from that second unit and needing to take 

plenty of shots to do so — he had more attempts at the half than any other player in the game — the 

Hawks went to work on the Raptors in the second and reeled them right back in. 

Only a Novak three right before the end of the half — the lone bench points not scored by Vasquez in 

the first 24 minutes — allowed the Raptors to get to the locker room at the half tied. 

DeRozan, who has seen the attention and the level of physicality he is receiving from opposing players 

ramp up exponentially in the last couple of weeks, had another tough matchup Tuesday with DeMarre 

Carroll locked in on him. 

Carroll may not have the reputation of a Tony Allen, but like Allen, he makes it his mission to be as 

physical and make life as tough as possible for that night’s cover. 

DeRozan agreed the night felt a little like a prize fight at times but managed to contribute 29 points to 

the Raptors cause, 13 coming from the free throw line. 



Heading into the game Casey said he felt more attention to spacing would help DeRozan out as much as 

anything. 

“We have a habit of guys creeping into the paint calling for the ball and the old saying goes ‘spacing is 

offence and offence is spacing, ’ ” Casey said. “We have to make sure we hold our spot and not put 

DeMar in trouble by creeping in and taking up his area in the paint when he comes off his pindowns and 

that has been happening. 

But Casey wasn’t taking all the onus off DeRozan either. 

“No. 1 would be spacing, No. 2 would be (DeRozan’s teammates) setting screens and No. 3 would be 

DeMar coming off with force and not letting them take him out of the play and not giving in to the 

physicality.” 

Casey has been impressed with DeRozan’s ability to remain impactful, even when teams limit his scoring 

abilities, but says the combination of better spacing, some more focussed screening and DeRozan 

playing through the contact will ensure no team will ever be able to fully take away the Raptors No. 1 

scoring threat. 

 


