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Greensboro basketball legend Lou Hudson on life support 

By Jeff Mills 

Lou Hudson, one of the best basketball players in Greensboro’s history, is in an Atlanta hospital on life 

support after suffering a severe stroke. 

Hudson, 69, was a four-sport star at Dudley High, graduating in 1962. He played college basketball at 

Minnesota, and he was the fourth overall pick in the 1966 NBA draft by the then-St. Louis Hawks. 

Hudson went on to play 13 NBA seasons and was a six-time all-star, averaging 20.2 points per game. He 

was No. 12 on the NBA’s all-time scoring list when he retired in 1979 and, 34 years later, still ranks No. 

64 today. 

The 6-foot-5 swingman scored the first basket in Atlanta Hawks history. His uniform number is retired by 

both the Hawks (No. 23) and Minnesota (No. 14). 

“Lou epitomized athleticism,” fellow Dudley alumnus Charlie Sanders said. “Football. Basketball. 

Baseball. Track. He could do everything. And he could do everything well. He was the one guy who was 

instrumental in my pursuing athletics. When I saw Lou Hudson play, that’s when I made my mind up that 

I wanted to be like him.” 

Hudson was a quarterback, a first baseman, a sprinter – and a small forward so athletic that he hit his 

head on the backboard in his first Big Ten game, took stitches to close the wound, came back and scored 

36 points against Purdue. 

Sanders, 67, was a sophomore at Dudley when Hudson was a senior. Sanders followed his friend to 

college in Minnesota and went on to a Pro Football Hall-of-Fame career as a tight end with the Detroit 

Lions. 

“In a way, I owe all that to Lou,” Sanders said. “You know what? He probably would’ve been a pretty 

good football player, too. I know Dallas wanted him to play safety. But he wisely chose basketball. He 

wasn’t the most physical guy in the world. That’s why they called him ‘Sweet Lou.’ He was mild-

mannered and even-keeled. I never once saw him lose his temper. He was a guy you gravitated to, a guy 

you wanted to be around.” 

And he was a competitor. 

An All-American in 1965 as a junior at Minnesota, Hudson averaged 24.8 points and 10.7 rebounds per 

game. He broke his right hand as a senior, yet still led the Golden Gophers to the Big Ten championship, 

averaging 19.8 points per game shooting left-handed with his right hand in a cast. 

“Lou Hudson was one of the best pure shooters to ever play the game,” said Ken Free Sr., a Dudley 

alumnus, former MEAC commissioner and – along with Hudson and Sanders – a member of the Guilford 

County Sports Hall of Fame. “He learned the game on the playgrounds and community centers here, and 



he was one hell of a basketball player in all aspects of the game.” 

Hudson mastered the fundamentals while playing for Dudley coach William Furcron. And Hudson stayed 

humble while his star rose. 

“Lou would never toot his own horn,” Free said. “He was as great a person as he was a basketball player. 

A true gentleman. He played with Pete Maravich, but he wasn’t fancy like that. Lou didn’t show off. He 

just got the job done. And he was a scoring machine.” 

Hudson’s influence on Greensboro was felt even after he had moved away, Free said. 

“After Martin Luther King’s assassination in 1968,” Free said, “we started the Lou Hudson Summer 

League at the new Windsor Center. Carson Bain was the mayor in Greensboro, and he helped. It was 

one of those leagues we did late at night to keep kids off the streets and out of trouble.” 

After his NBA career, Hudson moved to Park City, Utah, where he invested in real estate and was elected 

to the city council in 1993 – the first African-American elected to public office in Utah. 

He suffered a debilitating stroke in 2005 and eventually moved back to Atlanta. 

Hudson was last in Greensboro on Feb. 22, to attend the funeral of his older brother, Victor, at New 

Light Missionary Baptist Church on Willow Road. 

Not long after returning to Atlanta, Hudson had another stroke. 

Garin Narain, the Hawks’ vice president of communications, told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution on 

Wednesday that Hudson suffered a stroke and was in grave condition. 

Former Hawks all-star Dominique Wilkins visited Hudson in the hospital. 

“This has bothered me all day,” Wilkins told told the newspaper. “I am very close to Lou. He is a special 

guy in the landscape of Atlanta." 

 


