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Nuggets' slow start too much to overcome in loss at Atlanta Hawks 

By Christopher Dempsey 

ATLANTA — Asked to look back at the road trip and characterize it, Nuggets coach Brian Shaw had a 

one-word response. 

"Weird," he said. 

There were good individual performances and head-scratching team ones. There were good team 

performances and head-scratching individual ones. 

A near-miss 97-92 loss to the Hawks at Philips Arena on Saturday, a game in which the Nuggets rallied 

from a 21-point, third-quarter deficit to take the lead at one point, fit right in. 

A good individual performance (Kenneth Faried's 25 points and seven rebounds), an odd individual 

performance (Ty Lawson's two points on 0-for-12 shooting, 11 assists and nine rebounds) and a bad 

team performance (21 turnovers, which Atlanta converted into 25 points) contributed to the "weird" 

game. 

With under a minute to go in the game, the Nuggets had the lead at 92-91 and needed a stop to have a 

chance to stretch it out. Instead, up against the shot clock, Hawks center Pero Antic heaved up a 20-foot 

baseline jumper that inexplicably found the bottom of the net. The Hawks had the lead, and they never 

trailed again. 

In all, the Hawks outscored the Nuggets 6-1 to end the game. 

"Tale of the night: We couldn't get that last shot to not fall," Faried said. "He hit a big shot from the 

corner, put his team up and after that it felt like we were deflated. It was over." 

Complicating matters for the Nuggets was their inability to get the 3-point line under control early. The 

Hawks ended up making 14 3-point shots, outscoring the Nuggets 42-24 from beyond the arc. Paul 

Millsap worked hard in the paint to lead the Hawks with 24 points and 11 rebounds. 

The Nuggets went 2-3 on its final lengthy jaunt away from home this season. The loss to the Hawks was 

another winnable game in a week full of them. 

And so the Nuggets will look back at this game and wish they played more solidly when they could have. 

They'll look back at the first game on this trip, a week ago at New Orleans, and wish Anthony Morrow's 

shot had not gone in, giving the Pelicans new life and an overtime period to dispatch the Nuggets. And 

they'll know they beat the Magic and Heat. 

Christopher Dempsey takes readers' questions about the Denver Nuggets and NBA. 

"We should have been 5-0 on this road trip, that's what it feels like," Faried said. "But lost three, and 

won two big ones. It's tough. We played hard. It ain't like we got blown out by anybody. We really put 

forth a great effort, so I hope our fans appreciate that from us." 



In a way this trip was a microcosm of the teaser this season has been. It had all the elements, actually. 

The win that validated what could be done by playing how the coaches are asking (Miami), the lack-of-

energy loss (Charlotte), the mistake-filled loss (Atlanta) and the energy-filled win (Orlando). These are 

the 2013-14 Nuggets in a week's sample size. 

"It took us a while to gather our feet," Nuggets guard Aaron Brooks said. "They took advantage of it. We 

used all of our energy to get back into the game and didn't have any at the end." 

 

 


