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Antic rescues the Hawks - again (updated) 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Maybe the Hawks will stop making fun of Pero Antic for practicing those off-balanced 3-pointers now. 

Antic hit a corner 3-pointer, with the shot clock about to expire, that helped the Hawks to a 97-92 

victory over the Nuggets Saturday night at Philips Arena. The basket, with 41.8 seconds left, gave the 

Hawks the lead for good after they had lost a 21-point second-half edge 

It was Antic, you will remember, who hit a one-footed 3-pointer with 3.1 seconds left that forced 

overtime in a victory over the Bobcats Dec. 28. 

“Every basketball player (likes) to joke in practice trying different shots,” Antic said. “I do that almost 

every day. So you see it works. Two games.” 

Other reaction to Antic’s big shot: 

Paul Millsap: “He did it again.” 

Jeff Teague: “I’m laughing because he always shoots those shots in practice and we make fun of him. It’s 

the second time knocking one of those down.” 

Kyle Korver: “That was a monster play.” 

Coach Mike Budenholzer: “He has a knack for making big plays.” 

After the Hawks had taken a 94-92 lead on Antic’s shot, Teague made a free throw for a three-point lead 

with 8.4 seconds left. He missed the second attempt and Antic tapped out the loose ball, his only 

rebound of the game, to Korver. Two more free throws with 4.4 seconds left were the final margin. 

It was a much needed victory for the Hawks and they almost let it slip through their fingers. 

The Hawks (29-35, 19-11 home) matched a season-high three-game win streak with the victory. They 

snapped a two-game losing streak to the Nuggets in splitting the season series. The Hawks had one 

other three-game win streak this season, beating the Lakers, Kings and Jazz at home Dec. 16-20. The 

Hawks have a 3-1/2 game lead over the Knicks for the eighth and final playoff spot in the Eastern 

Conference with 18 games remaining. 

Millsap led the Hawks with a double-double of 24 points, 10 in the first quarter, and 11 rebounds. The 

Hawks also got double-digit scoring from all five starters with Korver (18), Antic (16), Teague (15) and 

DeMarre Carroll (11). Teague had a double-double with 10 assists and Carroll had his second career 

double-double with 10 rebounds. 

“We finally had some breaks go our way,” Korver said. “Pero hits a huge shot. Jeff misses a free throw 



but we get the tip out. We got to the free-throw line. We finally caught a couple of breaks. I was talking 

to Paul (Millsap) about having things finally go our way at the end. He said ‘It’s about time.’ I said ‘You 

know what? You are right. It is about time.’” 

The Nuggets (29-37, 13-21 road) had a two-game win streak ended after beating the Heat Friday. 

Kenneth Faried led the Nuggets with a game-high 25 points. Ty Lawson finished with just two points on 

0-for-12 shooting. The guard did have 11 assists and nine rebounds in the strange score line. 

The Nuggets trimmed a 21-point deficit to six points, 77-71, going into the fourth quarter. They 

outscored the Hawks 34-24 in the third period as they used runs of 18-4 to start and 12-4 to end it. The 

Nuggets shot 75 percent (12 of 16) from the field in the quarter. 

After scoring the first six points of the fourth quarter the Nuggets tied the game, 77-77, completely 

erasing the Hawks’ commanding lead and leaving them in a battle. 

After going back and forth, Teague scored, late in the shot clock, with 1:51 left to give the Hawks a 91-

89. The Hawks had two chances to increase their lead but missed. Faried missed two free throws but the 

Nuggets got the rebound. Faried converted a three-point play with 1:04 left to put the Nuggets back on 

top, 92-91. It would be their final points as Antic followed with his game-winner. 

“I think our group continues to be resilient,” Budenholzere said. “It’s tough when a team fights back on 

you and erases a big lead like that but to gather yourself and find a win to win speaks to the resiliency of 

the group. Defensively, we played well for a big portion of the game. Again, the third quarter defense 

just wasn’t where we need it to be. That’s when they were able to cut into the lead. We just need to 

continue to focus and play defense for 48 minutes. I think that will come.” 

The Hawks took a 53-37 lead into halftime after a fast start. The Hawks opened a 13-point lead 4:16 into 

the game. They led 16-3 after the Nuggets started 1 of 8 from the field and had three turnovers. The 

Hawks were 5 of 7 from 3-point range in the opening quarter. 

The Nuggets rallied to start the second quarter as they used an 11-3 run to cut their deficit to five 

points. The Hawks closed strong and upped their advantage to 16 points by intermission. 

Millsap had 10 points, eight rebounds, four assists, two steals and two blocks in the first half. 

The Hawks play at the Bobcats on Monday. 

 


