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Three keys to 97-92 win over Nuggets 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 97-92 win over the Nuggets Saturday night: 

Antic does it again: For the second time this season Pero Antic rescued the Hawks with a 3-pointer. The 

center scored from long range with 41.8 seconds remaining to help the Hawks come back, after losing a 

21-point lead, for a needed victory. Antic scored from the corner as the shot clock was about to expire. 

He gave the Hawks a 94-92 edge they would not surrender. 

“Two seconds on shot clock,” Antic said. “You have to shoot it. Paul (Millsap) passed it to me. I tried to 

see if there was somebody open. It was two seconds until the end so I had to take it. Every basketball 

player (likes) to joke in practice trying different shots. I do that almost every day. So you see it works. 

Two games.” 

It was Antic who scored a one-foot 3-pointer with 3.1 seconds left to force overtime in a victory over the 

Bobcats Dec. 28. 

Antic also helped secure the victory by tapping out the rebound of a Jeff Teague missed free throw with 

8.4 seconds left. It was his only rebound of the game. 

“I just fight,” Antic said. “I got good position and just tipped it to somebody.  That’s all I can do at that 

moment.” 

Starters deliver: All five Hawks starters scored in double figures. Together the starting unit combined for 

84 of the Hawks’ 97 points – 87 percent of the offense. Millsap (24 points, 11 rebounds), Jeff Teague (15 

points, 10 assists) and DeMarre Carroll (11 points, 10 rebounds) all had double-doubles. Kyle Korver 

added 18 points and Antic finished with 16 points. 

“Our mindset was going back to being the aggressive team because whenever we are the aggressive 

team we always come out on top,” Carroll said. “Our biggest thing is we have to keep staying aggressive 

for 48 minutes instead of 36 minutes or 40 minutes.” 

Guarding Lawson: The Hawks held Nuggets point guard Ty Lawson to just two points, both from the 

free-throw line. Lawson entered the game 27
th

 in the NBA with an 18.5 points- per-game average. He 

went 0-for-12 from the field and 2-for-4 from the free-throw line. 

Lawson’s first point didn’t come until 6:28 remained in the game. 

“I just wanted to make him make tough 2s,” Teague said. “Once he makes his first jump shot he is tough 

to handle. We just wanted to continue to seduce him into taking tough jumpers. If we could do that we 

thought it would play into our favor. He is a handful.” 

Lawson did finish with a strange score line of 11 assists and nine rebounds. 



“It was just one of those nights where he couldn’t quite get it in the hole,” Hawks coach Mike 

Budenholzer said. “Jeff Teague deserves some credit for solid defense and our bigs. There is so much 

pick-and-roll in this league. Any time you are guarding a point guard like Lawson your bigs are put in a 

predicament almost every possession. I think our bigs, for the most part, did a good job on him also. I 

think it was probably a tough night for Ty. He still had 11 assists and nine rebounds and had a big impact 

on the game. I think we were fortunate. I don’t think he is going to go 0-for-12 many nights.” 

 


