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Three keys to 101-97 loss to Wizards 

By Chris Vivlamore 

WASHINGTON -- A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 101-97 loss to the Wizards Saturday 

night: 

Near comeback: The Hawks trailed by 10 points, 99-89, with 2:38 remaining. Then Jeff Teague took over. 

The point guard scored on a layup and, after three free throws by Lou Williams, scored on another layup 

and was fouled. Just like that the Hawks trailed by just two points. After the Wizards’ John Wall missed a 

pair of free throws the Hawks had another chance with 11 seconds left and turned to Teague once 

again. 

In a designed play, Teague drove to the basket again and missed at the rim (the official stats ruled a 

block for Marcin Gortat. 

“We ran the play for that,” Teague said of his drive. “I just missed it. I just under shot it. I should have 

made it.” 

Teague finished with nine fourth-quarter points and the Hawks rallied. Coach Mike Budenholzer 

approved of Teague’s play. 

“It was a good shot,” Budenholzer said. “I would like to look at it on film. I think our execution was good. 

I’m curious to look at a couple things having not looked at the film yet but Jeff attacking and Jeff getting 

to the rim is one of our best opportunities to score and we’ll take that every night.” 

Third quarter drought: The Hawks had one of those scoring droughts that have plagued them much of 

their recent slide. They scored just two free throws, one by Cartier Martin and one by Williams, over the 

final 3:40. The stretch included six straight misses and one turnover. The Wizards used an 11-2 run to 

end the period to turn a four-point deficit into a four-point lead heading into the final 12 minutes. The 

Hawks would not fully recover. 

John Wall: The Wizards star point guard was held to just nine first-half points. He asserted himself down 

the stretch, scoring 16 second-half points. Thirteen of those points came in the third quarter as the 

Wizards took a lead they would not relinquish. 

“He hit some big shots,” Budenholzer said of Wall. “He hit a 3 there deep at the end of the third quarter 

as the shot clock was winding down and gave them a five-point lead. He made a few shots during the 

meat of the third quarter. He is just so fast and so athletic that you have to pick your poison with him. 

For a while (the defense) was working relatively decent and eventually he got going and they got that 

separation.” 

 


