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Three keys to 100-85 loss to Trail Blazers 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Three key elements of the Hawks’ 100-85 loss to the Trail Blazers Wednesday night: 

3-point shooting: Stop us if you’ve heard this before. The Hawks have struggled in each of their five 

straight losses from the 3-point line. 

In Thursday’s loss they were 4 of 22 (18.2 percent) from long range. Over the past five games, they have 

shot a combined 32 of 121 (26.4 percent). 

“You have to make some,” coach Mike Budenholzer said. “It’s been a big part of our offensive efficiency 

all year. Sometimes you can’t control the shots. I’ve told the group many, many times, sometimes you 

are going to make them, sometimes you are not. Everybody is trying to. If we can be better defensively, 

if we can be more focused, it will get us through those nights when we are 4-for-22. For stretches, we 

weren’t as disciplined as we need to be defensively. Hopefully, the 3-point shot will come back. We 

believe in it. We keep practicing it. We keep emphasizing it. As long as they are good shots we like 

them.” 

Millsap blames himself: Paul Millsap finished with 10 points and six rebounds. It was somewhat 

surprising following the game when the Hawks’ All-Star blamed himself for the loss, even has he spent 

much of the game guarding Trail Blazer All-Star LaMarcus Aldridge. 

“I didn’t do much to help our team,” Millsap said. “It’s my fault. … There are no excuses. They aren’t 

going to feel sorry for me because I’m going up and down the court guarding LaMarcus Aldridge. I’ve still 

got to get out there and perform. I’ve still got to get out there and help the team. We lost. At the end of 

the day, we lost.” 

Trail Blazers close: The Trail Blazers closed the game on an 18-9 run after the Hawks trimmed a 16-point 

deficit to six points. They Hawks missed eight of their final nine shots. 

“They made some (shots),” Jeff Teague said. “We thought we had our hands on a couple of the 

basketballs and it fumbled around. If you don’t get it or you miss it, they hit you hard with a 3(-pointer). 

That’s what they did.” 

 


