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Three keys to 102-95 loss to Suns 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’102-95 loss to the Suns Monday night: 

Third quarter: Once again, one quarter cost the Hawks. Against the Suns, it was the third quarter. The 

Hawks held the Suns to 42 first-half points. The Suns scored 35 points in the third quarter. 

The Suns turned what was an eight-point deficit into a 10-point advantage in the period. 

“They came out in the second half being more aggressive,” Shelvin Mack said of the Suns. “In those 

situations the more aggressive team always comes out on top. They made some plays defensively, 

caused a few turnovers and kept attacking the rim with pressure. Once we stopped them from getting to 

the rim, they kicked it out to 3-point shooters and made some plays.” 

The Suns went on a 29-11 run in the period to take control of the game. Goran Dragic scored 14 of his 19 

points in the third quarter, including a coast-to-coast layup to end the period. 

“I’m sure even in the quarter when we held them to 17 points I’ll find defensive breakdowns,” Hawks 

coach Mike Budenholzer said. “Their guards started getting inside of us and that ultimately becomes a 

problem. If I had to say what happened in the third quarter their penetration and their guards getting 

inside of us.” 

More 3-point failures: The Hawks miss Kyle Korver. The Hawks have made 10 or more 3-pointers in a 

franchise record 28 games this season. In the past three games – all losses and all without Korver, the 

Hawks have managed no more than eight 3-pointers in a game. 

In the previous six games, which included five wins, the Hawks made at least 11 from long range. 

“Anytime you have the best shooter percentage-wise from three in the NBA not playing, it think it helps 

(a defense),” Suns coach Jeff Hornacek said. “You can help a little more.” 

The Hawks made 8 of 23 from 3-point range. The Suns made 12 of 24 from behind the arc. 

Transition defense: It was an issue again for the Hawks against the fast-paced Suns. The Suns scored 21 

fast-break points, compared to just eight by the Hawks. The Hawks did a better job in transition than in 

the first meeting between the teams earlier this month. However, they could never contain the Suns. 

Several of their 3-pointers came on the run. 

“It’s a tough loss,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. “It’s been a tough three or four days. I think it’s 

an opportunity for our group to continue to improve and continue to work and find a way to be better 

for 48 minutes and have more discipline, more execution, all the little things that it takes to win games. 

It’s important that we pay attention to that and we continue to work and improve in all those areas. You 

give Phoenix a lot of credit tonight. They are a team that can really shoot the ball. They got bigs that can 



shoot it. They spread you out and the guards attack and get in the paint.” 

 


