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Three keys to 96-86 loss to Raptors 

By Chris Vivlamore 

TORONTO -- A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 96-86 loss to the Raptors Sunday afternoon: 

Another blown lead: This time, the Hawks couldn’t hold a 14-point fourth-quarter advantage. They were 

outscored 36-15 in the final period. 

The Hawks went one stretch when they missed seven straight shots, with a turnover, and another 

stretch when they missed five straight shots. 

The Hawks also failed to hold a late eight-point lead Friday in a home loss to the Pelicans. 

“Very troubling,” coach Mike Budenholzer said when asked how troubling the Hawks’ blown leads have 

been of late. 

Lowry, DeRozan take over: The Raptors turned to their stars to make up the double-digit deficit. Kyle 

Lowry scored 13 of his game-high 25 points in the fourth quarter. DeMar DeRozan scored 10 of his 21 

points in the fourth quarter. 

“It happens,” Jeff Teague said of the Raptors’ fourth quarter. “They were playing at home. We knew 

they would make a run. We just couldn’t sustain it tonight.” 

The Hawks had done a decent job checking DeRozan. The shooting guard averaged 30.3 points in the 

first three games against the Hawks. They held him to six points at halftime and 11 after three quarters. 

That’s when the Raptors’ offense and defense picked up. 

“You have to give Toronto credit,” Budenholzer said. “They made a lot of plays in the fourth quarter on 

both ends of the court. Defensively, they turned up their pressure and held us to 15 (fourth-quarter) 

points. Offensively, they made a lot of plays. We weren’t able to make enough plays down the stretch.” 

Long-range troubles: The Hawks failed to consistently hit their 3-point attempts. They went 5 of 20 for 

the game, just a 25 percent success rate. 

The Hawks went 1 of 10 in the fourth quarter. 

Pero Antic missed all five of his attempts for the game. 

 


