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Three keys to 111-105 loss to Pelicans 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 111-105 loss to the Pelicans Friday night: 

Defense: The Hawks defense took a step back, especially in a span between the third and fourth 

quarters when they allowed the Pelicans to go on a 22-4 run. Luke Babbitt came off the bench and 

scored 11 second-half points, including three 3-pointers. 

“He just came out shooting,” Mike Scott said of Babbitt. “It was bad coverage on our part. We just have 

to watch film and learn from it.” 

The Pelicans won with a 42-point fourth quarter. Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer doesn’t like 30-point 

quarters. He’ll lose sleep over this fourth period. 

“It wasn’t a step back because we know exactly what we need to do,” Paul Millsap said of the Hawks’ 

defensive issues. “It’s just one of those things where they hit shots and we just didn’t get stops. We just 

have to be mentally stronger.” 

Too many fouls: The Pelicans made 35 of 43 free throws in the game, including 16 of 17 in the fourth 

quarter. In the several areas of defensive lapses, that is the one that bothered Budenholzer the most. 

“We’ve been making progress defensively,” Budenholzer said. “I think tonight in a lot of different areas 

we weren’t as good as we needed to be defensively, particularly fouling. At the end of the game there 

were obviously fouls but I think before that they went to the free-throw line 30, 31, 32 times before we 

started fouling and they were on pace for a 30-point fourth quarter.” 

The Pelicans were 12 of 12 from the line in the final three minutes after they opened a 10-point lead. 

No answer for Davis: Anthony Davis, the Pelicans young star, went for a game-high 34 points and 10 

rebounds. His dunk off a Babbitt missed 3-pointer with 2:37 remaining was particularly impressive. 

“He came out and made shots on the pick-and-pop,” Paul Millsap said. “If he makes those shots, he is 

going to have a big night. And he did. We tried to take everybody else out of the game. We just didn’t 

get any stops down the stretch.” 

Davis entered the game averaging 21.4 points a game. That number went up to 21.6 points per game 

after the effort. Davis had 27 points and 10 rebounds in the earlier meeting in New Orleans. 

“We wanted him to make tough 2’s and that’s what he was doing,” Jeff Teague said. “He was making 

that step-back jumper that fall-away jumper. You just have to shake his hand and run back down the 

court. He made some tough shots. He is a great player. That’s what great players do.” 

 



 


