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Game thread: Jenkins on the mend 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Here is a little bit of my story on John Jenkins after I spoked to the Hawks guard about his rehabilitation 

from back surgery: 

John Jenkins has played through pain before. This was different. 

The Hawks second-year shooting guard was limited to 13 games this season mostly due to pain in his 

lower back. He missed two months during the summer and then the early part of training camp due to 

the condition. When it flared up again Dec. 26, he missed 18 games to rest and recover. 

It didn’t work. 

Jenkins underwent a surgical procedure on Feb. 3 and has been ruled out for the remainder of the 

season. Now, he is four weeks into his rehabilitation.  Jenkins said he elated at how good he feels. 

“It was tough,” Jenkins told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution about the decision to have surgery. “I’ve 

been fighting it before I even played summer league. By then I didn’t know how bad it was. I played 

through it. I’m used to playing with pain. I did it a lot in college. I was taught toughness. Sometimes you 

have to learn it’s not all about being tough. I learned the lesson the hard way. I tried to fight through it. I 

tried to play through it. Obviously, I felt like I wasn’t myself. It came to the point where it wasn’t worth it 

any more. I couldn’t keep going out there and hurting myself and making it worse. I needed to get it 

looked at. Unfortunately, I needed surgery. I had the surgery and I looked at it as a blessing.” 

Jenkins will play for the Hawks in summer league action. 

You can read the entire story later today on myajc.com. 

* As for tonight's game against the Raptors, all 12 players are available. Same starters: Jeff Teague, Kyle 

Korver, DeMarre Carroll, Paul Millsap and Pero Antic. 

 


