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Three keys to 97-83 win over Bobcats 

By Chris Vivlamore 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. -- The three key elements of the Hawks’ 97-83 win over the Bobcats Monday night: 

Second-half defense: The Bobcats scored 28 first-quarter points. They scored a combined 31 points in 

the second half. Coach Mike Budenholzer’s animated halftime message (although he downplayed his 

comments) worked. 

“Coach came in and really got after us to be the more aggressive team, like he always does,” DeMarre 

Carroll said. “I think it woke us up. He let us know that they played last night and we didn’t. We should 

have the energy.” 

The Hawks held Kemba Walker to five second-half points and Al Jefferson to eight points and three 

rebounds in the final two quarters. The Bobcats shot 29 percent (11 of 38) from the field in the second 

half. Five of the field goals came in the final 4:20 when the Hawks led by as many as 18 points. 

“We’ve been talking about improving our defense going down the stretch,” Budenholzer said. “The 

activity, the effort and the commitment on the defensive end in the second half was what allowed us to 

beat a very, very good team tonight. It is something that we want to continue to build on and continue 

to improve on as we go down the stretch.” 

Jefferson in check: The Hawks held Bobcats center Al Jefferson under control. He did have a double-

double of 16 points and 12 rebounds but it was far less production than he has had of late – including 

being named Eastern Conference Player of the Week Monday. 

In the last meeting between the teams, Jefferson had 24 point and 23 rebounds in a December loss to 

the Hawks. 

Jefferson entered the game averaging 21.4 points and 10.4 rebounds this season, both in the top 12 in 

the NBA. 

The Hawks used a great deal of help-defense on Jefferson. They converged on him, giving help to Elton 

Brand and Pero Antic, when he touched the ball in the post. 

“A team defense and a team effort,” Budenholzer said. “Really all five guys because he commands that 

much attention. Individually, Pero (Antic) and Elton (Brand) were active. They made his catches tough. 

They contested his shots. Our pick-and-roll defense we were active. He is such a good mid-range shooter 

too. I think it was a lot of little things, team effort and individual activity.” 

Paul Millsap: The forward has been on a tear since missing five games with a right knee contusion. He is 

averaging 20.3 points in the past six games, including a game-high 28 points Monday. 

 Millsap scored nine of the Hawks’ last 11 points of the second quarter. He started the third quarter by 



scoring the team’s first eight points for a run of 17 of 19 points. 

“I was just being aggressive, attacking the basket and got a few layups and that opened up the 3-point 

shot,” Millsap said. “I made a few 3’s. More than that, just being aggressive.” 

The Bobcats, obviously, had trouble defending Millsap. Josh McRoberts drew the majority of the 

assignment and Millsap took advantage of the mismatch. 

“Paul is a great player,” Budenholzer said. “Every night he is somebody that we rely on and count on 

heavily. He did a lot of good things tonight. We tend to just play our game. Paul finds a way to score 

because he is such a good player.” 

 


