
PUBLICATION: AJC DATE: 3/14/14 

Hawks' transition defense a work in progress 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer has been harping (to use his word) on the team's transition defense all 

season. It is easily the area the Hawks need the most improvement. 

The Hawks were not good in transition in last week's 129-120 loss at Phoenix that started a five-game 

western road. After that game I spoke with Kyle Korver about the issues and he brought up an 

interesting point. One of the things that has the Hawks scrambling in transition is the effective driving 

offense of Jeff Teague. When Teague is able to beat his man and penetrate the lane, his defender is able 

to get out and run on the offensive end with a decent head start. The Hawks have to learn to 

compensate for that. 

The Hawks' transition defensive philosophy is always to stop the ball, the basket, the most dangerous - 

in that order. 

I spoke to Budenholzer about it on Wednesday - the day before the Hawks defeated the Bucks 102-97. 

Here is what he said: 

“Any team that has an attacking point guard who gets to the rim they are vulnerable in transition," 

Budenholzer said. "It’s 100 percent accurate. The other two wings have to sprint back. Somebody has to 

cover for Jeff. Ultimately in our transition defense roles you don’t run to your own (man). Jeff may end 

up finding somebody else. The bigs may end up on smalls, smalls may end up on bigs. The most 

important thing is to find a man, not necessarily your own man. Those habits we are still building. 

 “Actually, that’s one of the areas from the start of the (western) trip to the end of the trip where we 

improved. In Phoenix, it was about as bad as it could be. And it’s stuff that we’ve been talking about and 

working on all season. They really pushed it back at us. It was Ish (Smith) a lot and Jeff was finishing. Jeff 

had an amazing offensive game, but then it puts a lot of pressure on the rest of our group. Jeff has to 

sprint back too. (The Suns) really put you in a bind that way." 

I thought it was interesting analysis for the average fan (and average beat writer). It will be something to 

watch when the Suns are in town on March 24. 

 

 

 


