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Three keys to 102-97 win over Bucks 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The three key elements of the Hawks’ 102-97 victory over the Bucks Thursday night: 

Halftime message: Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer let his team know he was not happy with their first-

half play. The word “Aggressiveness” was written on the locker room white board. It remained after the 

victory – a win the Hawks had to rally from a 13-point deficit. 

“Just being the more aggressive team,” DeMarre Carroll said of the second-half effort. “We looked like 

we were dead the whole first half. You can name a million excuses but it is up to us to go out there and 

play. Coach did a good job of coming in here and rallying the troops to play hard. 

“You can see how it wrote it. It’s pretty big, so he was demanding.” 

The Hawks outscored the Bucks by 11 points in the second half. 

Third-quarter defense: The Hawks held the Bucks to 14 third-quarter points. The Bucks went scoreless 

for the final 3:13 of the period. The Hawks were able to take the lead, 68-67, with a 9-0 run to end the 

quarter. 

“I think our defense in the third quarter picked us up and allowed us to get back in the game and put us 

in the right frame of mind where we needed to be,” Budenholzer said. “It started with the last three 

minutes of the third quarter. I don’t think they scored in the last three minutes. We keep talking about 

being better defensively and at some point we have to carry it over to the court and do it and the third 

quarter was encouraging. I think the fourth quarter we were pretty good defensively. Late they scored 

some baskets. That is what we are going to keep harping on.” 

Brand does dirty work: Kyle Korver and Jeff Teague scored 13 of the Hawks’ final 15 points. However, for 

the second straight game it may have been the work of Elton Brand that delivered the win. 

Brand played 6:21 of the final quarter and three rebounds, two defensive and one key offensive board, 

down the stretch. He got tied up with Zaza Pachulia fighting for a loose ball and resulted in a jump ball. 

“It’s crunch time right now,” Brand said. “We are fighting for a playoff spot and we want to be there. 

Those little things may not show up on the overall outlook on why we won but those things need to be 

done in order to win.” 

Brand got his offensive rebound and kicked the ball out to Korver for a 3-pointer with 2:15 remaining 

that gave the Hawks the lead for good. 

Brand finished with six points, seven rebounds and two assists. His teammates noticed. 



“Guys like Elton, they don’t come out of nowhere,” Carroll said. “I love guys like Elton because he is like 

myself, he plays hard. He’s like Paul (Millsap), he plays hard. He grinds. You have to give guys like that 

credit. It may not fill the stat sheet up but the little things they do really help us win.” 

 


