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Zaza Pachulia returns "home" to Atlanta 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Fan favorite Zaza Pachulia will make his return to Philips Arena Thursday night, as a member of the 

Bucks, after spending the previous eight seasons with the Hawks. Pachulia signed a three-year, $15.6 

million contract with the Bucks this summer as an unrestricted free agent but still calls Atlanta his home. 

Pachulia spoke to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution Wednesday on the eve of his first game against his 

former team. He missed the January game in Milwaukee with an injury. Pachulia missed the final 30 

regular-season games and the playoffs last year after season-ending surgery to repair his Achilles. It 

made his offseason that more stressful before the difficult decision to leave Atlanta in body. The soul 

and house remain as you will see in our interview. 

Q. Have you been able to spend some time at home here in Atlanta since you arrived? 

A. Absolutely. Of course it is nice. For anybody, being at home is the best feeling, especially after being 

away for a couple months. Spending time at home is priceless. 

Q. You’ve maintained your home here? 

A. Absolutely. This is my home. Everything is still here. Even my clothes, even my summer clothes 

because I couldn’t use them (in Milwaukee in the winter). 

Q. What are your thoughts about coming back? You were such a fan favorite here. 

A. A lot of things are going on in my head, in my heart. Good things. Positive. When people ask me 

about being back in Atlanta, I say I’ve been here the last 10 days mentally. When it got close to travelling 

to Atlanta I was thinking a lot about the excitement and the energy I was feeling coming here. I’ve never 

had this kind of problem before, I mean good problem. This is the first time I am dealing with this type of 

situation. My rookie year I just spent one year in Orlando and then one year in Milwaukee. Then Atlanta 

became my home. This is the first time I’m not playing in my home. I’m playing in a different city. That is 

what we are dealing with in coming back home. It’s a great feeling. It doesn’t matter if it’s in the season, 

in the offseason, when you are away from your home you miss everything. I’m no different. I’m just a 

regular person dealing with the same thing being here in the city of Atlanta. There are a lot of great 

memories here. A lot. There were some bad experiences but I had a lot of good experiences. Since I’m a 

positive guy I’m going to just think about all the good things I had here. Friends. Family. All my three kids 

were born in Atlanta. This place is special so I call it home in the U.S. 

Q. What kind of reaction do you think you will get? 

A. All positive. I’m sure fans will love to see me too because I think we had a special relationship, a good 

relationship with the fans and all the people we know in Atlanta. People who came to the games a lot 

and I got a chance to see on the court. Plus, thanks to social media I’m getting a lot of positive feedback. 

I tweeted last night when we were taking off from Minnesota (going to Atlanta) and I’ve been getting a 



lot of tweets from my followers. That tells you something. That tells you how excited they are and 

absolutely I’m excited. 

Q. What were your emotions when you decided it was time to move on? I don’t know if the Hawks 

made you an offer. Or the Bucks offer was better. What was the process like? 

A. It was a tough summer for me because of the injury I had. It was the first time I was dealing with a 

serious injury. Even though I had injuries before as part of an athlete’s life and career, but it’s the first 

time I had a surgery in my career. It kept me out for several months. It was a little bit stressful but once 

free agency started I had some offers and I had to decide what was best for me and for my family. I 

mentioned before that I wanted to stay in Atlanta before free agency started. I talked to you. I talked to 

the front office. Everybody knew that. It was a no-brainer. I’m not going to lie. I wanted to stay here but 

I went to the team who wanted me the most. That’s what makes me so comfortable about it. 

Q. Do you have a favorite memory from your time in Atlanta? 

A. Oh my God, there are so many. I wouldn’t know what to say. I remember every single moment 

honestly. Starting from I signed here, I didn’t know one single person. Trust me, not one single person. 

Suddenly my phone contacts were growing and growing. I had to get a phone with bigger capacity 

because of all the numbers I have. Having people from the (Republic of) Georgia here was big for my 

family. I met so many great people. I’ve become family with many people here. Two of the guys I met 

here, I became godfather to my kids. So many great people. People who supported you. People who 

cheered for you. People who were nice. So many great things. We made the playoffs. The Boston series. 

We made six straight playoff appearances. A lot of big wins. A lot of upsets, of course. Mostly, I got love 

from the fans and the city is inside of my heart. That is the most important thing. That thing is priceless. 

The love is priceless. I was proud of that. Atlanta and Zaza is a good match. I belong to this city and this 

city belongs to my heart. That is great. It’s not easy to achieve. Especially coming from another country, 

it’s not a given you are going to get used to life in a new place. I’ve been lucky. I’m really thankful for 

everything this city gave to me and, of course, I miss the Hawks and all the people I played with and 

worked with. It was a great experience. I got married here. My three kids were born here. A lot of great 

things. 

 


