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Three keys to 129-120 loss to Suns 

By Chris Vivlamore 

PHOENIX -- A look at the three key elements in the Hawks’ 129-120 loss to the Suns Sunday night: 

Suns’ 3-pointers: The Suns jumped out to a 16-point first-half advantage on the strength of their 3-point 

shooting. The Suns made 12 of 18 from long range in the first half, a 67 percent success rate. 

Gerald Green made 5 of 6 3-pointers in the first half. 

 

The Hawks blamed their transition defense for giving the Suns one wide-open look after another. 

“We watched four or five (3-pointers) at halftime that were all a result of transition defense,” Hawks 

coach Mike Budenholzer said. “I’m sure not all of them were because of transition but an inordinate 

number of them were.” 

 

The Suns’ guards Goran Dragic and Ish Smith did a good job of penetrating into the paint, drawing the 

Hawks’ defense and then kicking the ball out to open shooters. 

 

“They are the number one team in the NBA in fast-break points.” Kyle Korver said. “Traditionally, in an 

NBA game you are used to going back to the basket and fanning out. That is always the emphasis. But 

they all stopped at the 3-point line. Their point guards are good at getting in (the paint) and we just got 

sucked in too much. And they got hot. They are a good shooting team and they had a good shooting 

night.” 

 

For the game, the Suns made 15 of 24 from 3-point range. 

 

Gerald Green: The Suns guard, who entered the game with a 14.8 point per game average, scored a 

game-high 33 points. He made five of his nine field goals from 3-point range, all in the first half. He also 

made all 10 of his free-throw attempts, including the Suns’ final four points. 

 

“He was excellent,” Budenholzer said. “He was the X factor. A lot of the guys did what they’ve been 

doing all year. Gerald Green had a fabulous night.  He hit some tough shots and he hit some open shots. 

He got going. He felt confident. We felt like we did a decent job on (Goran) Dragic but Gerald Green got 

away from us.” 

 

End of third quarter: The Hawks trailed by as many as 16 points in the first half and were down by 14, 

79-65, at the intermission. A third-quarter rally, that included three 3-pointers from Korver, cut their 

deficit to one point. Shelvin Mack’s layup made it 95-94 with 1:25 remaining in the period. 

 

However, the Suns ended the quarter on a 7-1 run to increase their lead to seven points going into the 

fourth quarter. Markieff Morris hit a step-back jumper to start the run. After a DeMarre Carroll miss, 

Leandro Barbosa converted a layup. Lou Williams made one of two free throws on the Hawks’ ensuing 

possession. That was followed by a Marcus Morris 3-pointer with 3.9 seconds left, one of only two the 

Suns hit in the period. The Hawks never got closer than five points the rest of the game. 



 


