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Q and A with Mike Muscala 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Mike Muscala practiced with the Hawks Friday, one day after the second-round pick signed with the 

team after a buyout of his Spanish League contract. Here are excerpts of his interview with several 

media members folllowing his first workout. 

 

Q. How does it feel to join the Hawks? 

 

A. It feels great. It feels great to be back in Atlanta where I was over the summer and more so the 

United States. My parents are excited and it’s great to be back. 

 

Q. How surprised were you when you first found out that the Hawks were interested in a buyout to 

bring you here? 

 

A. I was surprised. I was playing in Spain and my agent called me and told me about it last week. My 

whole thought process was to play the entire year (in Spain) so it was definitely a surprise. 

 

Q. How fast did it take you to pack? 

 

A. Not very long. But I loved by time in Spain. It was a great time, a really fun city and great fans to play 

for. It wasn’t an easy decision in that sense by coming back home and playing in the United States it was 

a no-brainer. 

 

Q. What are your nerves like coming to a team that is struggling but at the same time it’s a tremendous 

(personal) accomplishment? 

 

A. The nerves are there for sure. It’s the NBA. It’s my dream to play in the NBA. I think, as much as I can, 

to try to block it out and trust the work that I’ve put in. Trust, I don’t have much experience obviously, 

but trust my passion for the game and the teammates that I have. 

 

Q. How long will it take to learn the system? 

 

A. There are a lot of people here to help me with that. I was watching film last night that they gave me, 

and the playbook and everything. 

 

Q. Have you been monitoring their situation at center and the injuries and how those mounted? 

 

A. Yes, I watched as many games as I could over there. I had NBA League Pass. Obviously, watching the 

games and knowing the offense more I’m watching them differently but just from a keeping track of 

them standpoint I was doing that the whole year. 

 

Q. How much did your game in Spain develop? I know you were only there for 20 games but are there  

tangible things that you learned? 

 



A. It was 20 games but we played one game a week. It was five, six months. I learned a lot of things. I 

hadn’t really watched much basketball there before I went over but it’s a really good league. It’s very 

physical. There are good passers in that league. Smart players. It helped me mature a lot in that sense. 

Watching college games now, it’s night and day the difference in physicality and pace. 

 

Q. Do you also see this as a chance to show them what kind of role you can play  beyond this season? 

 

A. For sure. Talking to the coaches, this is a good period for me to play the rest of the 25 games and get 

that experience with the practices and the teammates and then seeing what happens in the offseason. 

 

Q. I understand one of your majors at Bucknell was Spanish. Did that help you there at all? 

 

A. It definitely helped me but all the lingo and little phrases I didn’t have because I was in a classroom 

with a bunch of American students when I was at Bucknell. It took me awhile talking to native speakers. 

A lot of people on the team spoke English too. 

 

Q. What did the coaches here tell you about what role you could expect? 

 

A. I’m not sure in terms of a role but what I should be focusing on is putting more pressure on the rim 

offensively and defensively, getting rebounds offensively and defensively, playing with the skill I have in 

the pick-and-roll and pick-and-pop situation. 

 

Q. The Hawks like to spread the floor and you might be asked to be out by the 3-point line. Are you 

comfortable there? 

 

A. Yes. I’m comfortable in the corners right now, for sure. The 3’s up top and the wing are long for me 

but I’m definitely really comfortable in the corners. My mid-range shot is really good too. That is 

something I’m looking to bring to the table. 

 


