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Paul Millsap ecstatic to make first NBA All-Star Game appearance in home state 

 

By  Andrew Lopez 

 

Atlanta Hawks forward Paul Millsap was born in Monroe, La., and went to Grambling High but with the 

NBA All-Star Game in New Orleans, it still feels like home to him. 

 

“It’s so special that I can’t really describe how special it is,” said Millsap, who went to Louisiana Tech.  

 

“It’s my first All-Star Game in my hometown.  

 

"It took me eight years, but that’s what makes it even more special.” 

 

Even as Sunday's game approaches, Millsap said he still doesn’t know how many family members are 

going to attend just yet, although he did say getting tickets has been crazy. 

 

“I know I’m going to have a lot of family members come out,” Millsap said. “I’m going to try and 

accommodate as much as I can.” 

 

Millsap was selected to his first All-Star Game in his first season with the Hawks after spending the first 

seven years of his NBA career with the Utah Jazz. 

 

The 6-foot-8, 253-pound forward has stepped up in the absence of injured Hawks center Al Horford and 

is averaging a career high in points per game (17.6). He’s also averaging 8.2 rebounds a night and 1.8 

steals. 

 

The newest aspect of his game Millsap has added is his 3-point shot. After attempting 113 3-pointers 

during his tenure in Utah, Millsap has already attempted 136 shots from beyond the arc as a Hawk and 

is converting at a rate of 36.8 percent. 

 

Throughout his career, Millsap has always been able to adapt his game. In college, he led the NCAA in 

rebounding for three consecutive seasons and has used his skill set to fit what his team needs. 

 

“It’s just about my willingness to learn and continue to get better,” Millsap said of refining his skills. “You 

just have to put in the work. A lot of it comes down to understanding how to get better. I feel like I’ve 

done that and it’s transferred to the court.” 

 



 

 


