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NBA: Ex-Jazz forward Paul Millsap a ‘rookie’ at All-Star Game 

 

By Aaron Falk 

 

New Orleans • At 29, he’s older than most of the players who will step on the court. But this weekend, 

Paul Millsap is still one of the new guys. 

 

"A few of them call me rookie," he said with a smile Saturday morning as throngs of reporters gathered 

around two dozen NBA All-Stars, "and they’re younger than I am." 

 

Over his last few years in Utah, the scrappy, undersized power forward thought he was deserving of 

being called one of the league’s best, only to find himself without an invite to the league’s showcase 

game. Millsap is finally getting that recognition this year, though he won’t be wearing a Jazz jersey 

Sunday night. 

 

"I don’t hold nothing against them," said Millsap, who left Utah to sign with the Hawks in July. "Without 

them, I wouldn’t be here. They drafted me. They took a chance on me. I’m grateful for the years I was 

there. But … all good things come to an end." 

 

In Atlanta, Millsap is averaging a career bests in points (17.6) and assists (3.0) a game. He’s still hitting 

the boards, showcasing the hustle and fight for which he was loved in Utah, grabbing better than eight a 

night. And he’s added to his game, hitting more 3-pointers at the midway mark of this season than he 

ever took in a year with the Jazz. 

 

"I wouldn’t say [I’m being] used better," Millsap said. "I’d say I have the opportunity to get out there and 

really show everything I can do. We run a pretty wide-open system and I’m able to stretch the floor and 

put the ball on the ground to make plays." 

 

The 6-foot-8 forward has helped keep the Hawks in the Eastern Conference playoff race, even after 

starting center Al Horford was lost to injury. His play has earned the respect of his teammates. 

 

"You cannot scout Paul," Hawks rookie Pero Antic said. "Every game, every practice, he comes with 

something new, something different." 

 

But while Millsap is enjoying success in Atlanta, his numbers aren’t so drastically different than they 

were in Utah. In 2010-11, Millsap averaged 17.3 points and 7.6 boards. In 2011-12, he averaged 16.6 

and 8.8. 

 

"All those years out in Utah, they have such a team approach, not that they don’t in Atlanta, but I think 

he got overlooked a few times," said Indiana Pacers coach Frank Vogel, who will lead the Eastern 

Conference All-Stars this year. "I know we’ve always viewed him as an All-Star-level player." 

 

 

 


