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Defense carries Grizzlies past Atlanta Hawks, 79-76 

By Ronald Tillery 

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Hawks got everything they wanted offensively for the first eight minutes of the 

game. 

But after falling behind by 14 points early, Memphis dialed in on defense and stormed back to earn a 79-

76 victory Saturday night in Philips Arena. 

The Griz ended a two-game losing streak, held the Hawks to a season-low in points and finished a 

season sweep of Atlanta. 

Zach Randolph’s 20 points led the Griz, who led by 10 points in the fourth quarter. The Griz escaped 

without overtime when Lou Williams’ 3-point attempt to tie bounced off the back iron at the buzzer. 

The game feature major point swings and never had much of a rhythm. 

Both teams played at a frenetic pace without getting much accomplished throughout long stretches in 

the middle periods.  

An example of the back-and-forth action came in the third quarter when Nick Calathes grabbed a steal 

and cruised the other way for what appeared to be an easy layup. But Hawks guard Lou Williams darted 

back and slapped the ball away from Calathes under the rim. 

The turnover led to Hawks guard Kyle Korver connecting on a 3-pointer in transition.  

Griz coach Dave Joerger called for time as the Hawks took a 52-50 lead. 

Memphis responded quickly. 

Atlanta had an even worse time holding on to the basketball. The Hawks responded poorly to the 

Grizzlies’ pressure and turned the ball over 10 times in the third period. Memphis ended the quarter on 

an 11-2 run that Mike Miller capped with a 3-pointer that beat the 24-second shot clock buzzer. 



Miller hit a couple of 3-pointers in that decisive period, but Memphis’ defense did the most damage, 

holding Atlanta to just 11 points.  

Memphis trailed 43-37 at halftime after scoring just 10 points in the second period.  

Randolph and Hawks big man Paul Millsap played each other to a draw with 12 points apiece. The rest of 

their respective teammates combined for a number of misfires and turnovers that made for an ugly 

game. 

Both teams were mired in poor shooting after a free-flowing first quarter. There weren’t a lot of fouls 

called. 

Memphis ended the half with 50 field goal attempts but converted just 18. The Griz didn’t connect on 

any foul shots. They didn’t make a single trip to the free throw line. 

Atlanta, meanwhile, went 1 of 5 from the free throw line in the first half. 

 

 


