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Shelvin Mack: It’s all respect with Brad Stevens 

By Tom Layman 

What conversation happened between Celtics coach Brad Stevens and Rajon Rondo will most likely stay 

behind doors. 

How Stevens handles a first stumbling block with Rondo, and maybe the most important player that he 

needs to build a relationship with on this team, will be scrutinized up and down. 

Shelvin Mack, the third-year pro in town last night with the Atlanta Hawks, might give some of the best 

perspective into Stevens’ disciplinary ways. Mack played for Stevens for three years at Butler and said 

the coach got his point across, if need be, at the collegiate level. 

“Yeah, of course and he understands that,” Mack said. “In college he treated everybody with respect. 

We were all old enough and mature enough to understand when we were in the wrong. So there 

weren’t any issues.” 

This comes on the heels of the Herald report that Rondo stayed behind in Los Angeles to celebrate his 

28th birthday while the rest of the team continued on the Sacramento for the second night of a back-to-

back. 

Rondo was not scheduled to play against the Kings, and the fallout as to whether the Celtics captain 

should have been with the team has been fodder for a few days. 

Mack saw Stevens discipline players several times at Butler, especially Ronald Nored, now an assistant 

coach with the Maine Red Claws of the NBA Developement League. 

“He used to get on him all the time,” Mack said. “Ron was a guy that sometimes needed that. But like I 

said, with different players they are all different. You’ve got to approach them different.” 

Mack, who played on both Butler teams that made back-to-back national championship games, said the 

conversations were always civil and more of a back-and-forth than a coach coming down on a player. 

“He talks to you man-to-man,” Mack said. “He obviously is going to talk to you with respect and try to 

give you his advice on the situation. But everybody handles things different.” 

Mack said he and Stevens have kept in touch during this NBA season. The talks are mostly on a personal 

level. Mack might have something to bring up to Stevens the next time they get in touch. 

Stevens was ejected in Sacramento last Saturday. Mack didn’t hear anything about the ejection, and 

joked he will certainly bring that up with the mild-mannered Stevens. 

“I’ve got to ask him about that,” Mack said. “Yeah. I’m not sure if he’s ever been kicked out of game. I’ve 

got to give him some smack about that.” 



 


