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Three keys to 107-98 win over Knicks 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The three key elements of the Hawks' 107-98 victory over the Knicks Saturday night, a victory that 

snapped an eight-game losing streak. 

 

Mike Scott: The Hawks second-year player had career-highs in points (30), field goals (11) and 3-pointers 

(six). He also added eight rebounds. He had 12 second-quarter points, including the first nine of the 

period. He had 10 points in the fourth quarter. 

 

Scott became the first Hawks player to score 30 points off the bench since Jamal Crawford (37, on Feb. 

4, 2011). 

 

He also sent season-highs on back-to-back nights after scoring 20 points against the Pistons Friday. 

 

“I was in the zone," Scott said. "Every player knows how it feels to be in the zone. I just kept being 

aggressive and let the game come to me. 

 

“In the first half, they were giving me a little room. In the second half I started hitting more. I was just 

shooting and letting it go. It was good defensive but I was just making shots.” 

 

Jeff Teague: The starting point guard returned from a sprained left ankle and was aggressive at getting 

to the basket as he has been all season. Proof? Teague was 13 of 15 from the free-throw line. He was 7 

of 12 from the field to finish with 28 points. Teague added six assists. 

 

Teague had a scare as he appeared to roll his ankle in the first quarter. He limped off the court and 

headed to the tunnel that leads to the Hawks locker room. Teague didn't miss a minute. There was a 

timeout and by the time it was over, Teague was walking back on the court. 

 

Teague said the fact that the Hawks were under-sized, especially with the rash of injuries to their 

centers, created opportunities. 

 

“When you are playing small ball, you have a lot of open lanes," Teague said. "Our team was really fast 

and we were getting the ball out and having Mike (Scott) out there really stretched the floor and made it 

a lot easier to get in the lanes and make plays.” 

 

Dueling technicals: DeMarre Carroll and Carmelo Anthony got hit with technical fouls for trash talking in 

the third quarter. Anthony had just hit a 3-pointer to momentarily stop a Hawks' run from a 17-point 

deficit. Knicks coach Mike Woodson would by T'd up in the fracas. 

 

The exchange fired up a Philips Arena crowd that was once again Madison Square Garden South for 

much of the night. It fired up Carroll and his Hawks teammates. Carroll had 14 of his career-high 24 

points in the third quarter. 

 



“I think the biggest thing was a lot of people get caught up in me and Melo trash talking," Carroll said.  I 

think it was bigger than Carmelo tonight. You have to learn how to get your guys motivated. If I have to 

trash talk to a guy just to get Jeff Teague to score 10 points in a row, Mike (Scott) or Lou (Williams) 

knocking down shots, that’s what I’ve got to do.” 

 

 


