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Three keys to 115-107 loss to Pistons 

By Chris Vivlamore 

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. -- A look at the three key elements of the Hawks’ 115-107 loss to the Pistons 

Friday night. 

 

Third quarter: All the good the Hawks had done in a near-perfect second quarter, including building a 

13-point lead, was gone 6:17 into the third quarter. The Pistons started the quarter on a 19-8 run and 

tied the game at 71-71 on three free throws by Brandon Jennings. 

 

The Hawks did re-up their lead to six points on back-to-back 3-pointers by Paul Millsap. However, 

Jennings was in the middle of a stretch where he scored 12 of the Pistons’ 14 points. When he hit a 3-

pointer with 3:01 remaining the period, the Pistons had the lead. They would never trail again. 

 

 “We got outscored in the third quarter 34-20,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. “We’ll have to go 

back and look at the film but we can’t give up 34 points in a quarter.” 

 

Singler strikes: The Hawks tied the game at 104-104 with 2:38 remaining in the game on a pair of free 

throws by Paul Millsap. The Hawks looked to get what they wanted on the defensive end when Josh 

Smith, you remember him, missed badly on a 3-point attempt. Lou Williams got the rebound, pushed up 

court and missed a runner in the lane. Smith gathered the rebound and got the ball to Kyle Singler for a 

corner-3 in front of the Hawks bench with 1:54 left. Just 1:20 later, Singler would connect again from the 

same spot to give the Pistons a seven-point lead. Game over. 

 

“I think you have to give Detroit a lot of credit,” Budenholzer said. “Different guys stepped up and made 

plays. Kyle Singler made a couple 3’s late.” 

 

Size matters: The Hawks, as has been the case with their rash of injuries at the center position, were 

undersized against the bigger Pistons. For the first half they were able to stay with the Pistons, actually 

holding a 21-20 rebound advantage after the first two periods. The Hawks hustled and got to loose balls. 

They tipped balls away from the basket to be gathered in. 

 

It eventually caught up with the Hawks. At one point, Cartier Martin was playing the power forward and 

Mike Scott was playing center. 

 

The Pistons finished with a 46-41 rebound advantage and a 66-34 points-in-the-paint edge. Their 

starting frontcourt went like this: Josh Smith (17 points, 10 rebounds), Greg Monroe (22 points, 15  

rebounds) and Andre Drummond (20 points and 11 rebounds). 

 

“We couldn’t get any stops,” DeMarre Carroll said of the second half. “That was the bottom line. They 

got the 50-50 balls. We pride ourselves on 50-50 balls.” 

 


