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Three keys to 114-97 loss to Wizards 

 

By Chris Vivlamore 

 

A look at the three key elements of the Hawks' 114-97 loss to the Wizards Wednesday night: 

 

Another 20-point deficit: For the second straight night, the Hawks fell behind by 20 points. They trailed 

the Wizards by 20 points in the second quarter Wednesday. On Tuesday, they trailed the Pacers by 20-

plus points in both the first and third quarters. 

 

The Hawks never led. A furious third-quarter rally pulled them to within a point but they could never 

fully overcome the deficit. 

 

“They started off hot and they hit a bunch of 3’s early," Kyle Korver said. "Obviously, we don’t have a lot 

of size right now and I think we were focused on packing the paint. They hit some 3’s on the break. They 

made some good plays. They kind of got us on our heels there.” 

 

The Wizards shot 13 of 24 (54 percent) from 3-point range in the game, including four in the opening 

quarter, as they built a 17-point advantage. Stopping the Wizards' 3-point shooting was a point of 

emphasis for the Hawks. 

 

“That is actually what they do," coach Mike Budenholzer said. "That was a big point of our emphasis 

going into the game. They really do a good job of finding 3-point shooters. They do a good job of spacing 

the court. That is one of (John) Wall’s strengths and really their bigs. I think they deserve a lot of credit 

for their execution, for their spacing, for the quick, direct pass to open shooters. Then you have to make 

them. That is something they do well and something we talked a lot about before the game." 

 

THE 3-pointer: The Hawks fought back with the third-quarter rally. They trailed by two points, 85-83, 

after a Paul Millsap basket with 31 seconds left in the period. Martell Webster hit a corner 3-pointer 

with nine seconds left. When Lou Williams missed a 3-pointer near the end of the quarter, Trevor Ariza 

gathered the rebound and launched a desperation shot from the Hawks' foul line, some 75 feet away, 

that hit nothing but net as the buzzer sounded. 

 

“It is a very fine margin of error for every team in the NBA," Budenholzer said. "I think we had it two at 

the end of the third quarter and Martell Webster made a tough shot in the corner and I think we let our 

guard down a little bit and they made a shot from three-quarter court and it went from a two-point 

game to an eight-point game. That was a tough 10 second stretch." 

 

Mounting injuries: No team will use injuries as an excuse. They are part of the NBA. However, the Hawks 

started the game with only nine healthy players. During pre-game introductions, there were more 

starters announced (five) and teammates greeting them (four). The injury report is lengthy with no Al 

Horford, John Jenkins, DeMarre Carroll, Pero Antic and Gustavo Ayon. The Hawks were left with one 

healthy center in Elton Brand. 

 

"Guys are stepping up," Korver said. "But we’ve lost starting center, after starting center, after starting 

center. We are not a real big team to begin with. To lose the size that we had has been hard.” 



To make matters worse, the Hawks lost starting point guard Jeff Teague to a sprained left ankle in the 

fourth quarter. He missed the final 3:40. Teague was not walking with a limp in the locker room 

following the game and said "I'm all right" when asked his status. 

 

There is no doubt the injuries are affecting the Hawks during their seven-game losing streak. 

 

“It takes a toll," Lou Williams said. "You build a team in training camp and you play with that team for a 

few months and you kind of get in a rhythm and you know where guys like to go. Guys start dropping 

because of injury and your rhythm starts to get thrown off a little bit. Some guys are in positions they 

are not used to being in. It takes a toll. But, with all that being said, we are still right there in the thick of 

things. With the past month that we’ve had, we are still very optimistic about turning the tide. We just 

have to do a little bit more of helping ourselves.” 

 


